OxWDM Stall Info – Witney FT Market
5th March 2011
Campaigns
Stop Betting on Hunger

This is the main focus of the stall. Banks, hedge funds and pension funds are betting on food prices in the financial markets, causing drastic price swings in staple foods such as wheat, maize and soy. Massive price hikes are catastrophic for the world’s poor, who spend most of their income on food. Key points:

· The US and EU are both calling for regulation to curb betting on food prices in financial markets, but the UK government is siding with the City of London/the financial markets and is reluctant to support this move.
· High food prices lead to:

· Increased hunger as food becomes unaffordable

· Malnutrition as less dairy, meat, fruit and vegetables are eaten in order to afford staples

· Increased burden on women to earn more money by taking up risky employment such as sex workers or domestic workers.

· Households using up savings, going into debt or selling assets to pay for food.

· Families are unable to afford healthcare and education as more of their income is needed to buy basic food.

WDM is asking for:

· All futures contracts to be cleared through regulated exchanges. Most contracts are currently done in private, which means it is impossible to know how much of what is being traded. Contracts need to be brought out into the open.

· Strict limits to be set on the amount that bankers can bet on food prices.

Don't forget:

· We keep all the cards. They need to come back in the stall bag at the end of the event so Julieanne can arrange for them to be sent off.
· Give people a copy of the 8-page briefing to take away
No New Debt! cards

These are a secondary focus of the stall. 

Debt: UK is giving a large percentage of climate funds to developing countries as loans which will lock the world’s poorest into further unjust debt. WDM wants to ensure they go through the UN Adaptation fund and not the World Bank.

Other info:

· Ask people to add their email address (neatly!) to our contact list. They can tick if just local or national, or both.

· Donations appreciated! These go to help us continue our campaign activities (i.e. leaflets, stamps, putting on events, etc).

· Membership of local group: £7/£2 per year. Fill in the 'new member form' (It has Tina's contact details on it and info for paying by cheque or standing order). They fill out their details and pay the membership fee, and then it gets passed to Tina (treasurer) to process.

· Membership of national WDM. Complete the form on the leaflet ‘Impatient for change?’ Let people know that membership of national and local WDM is separate. This is because the local group is entirely self-supporting and the Oxford Group membership fee helps pay for all our activities, including leaflets, stalls, room hire and campaigning. National WDM: Waged: £24 per year, unwaged £12 per year.
