Writing to your MP on climate debt: August 2010 

As MPs are currently on recess it is best to write to them at their constituency office.

Addresses can be found on constituency office websites.  If you are having any trouble finding them, please contact us on sarah.reader@wdm.org.uk or on 020 7820 4900. 

If you have a Conservative MP write to them saying:
· We are pleased Conservative party policy before the general election was to “continue, as far as possible, to give aid as grants not loans” and that a Conservative government would “encourage other donors such as the World Bank to give aid for social objectives, whenever possible, as grants”.
· Over the last three years the UK government has given £225 million to a World Bank fund called the Pilot Programme for Climate Resilience (PPCR) which is meant to help countries adapt to climate change. However, the UK has given this money as a “capital grant” meaning that the World Bank will have to give it to developing countries as a loan rather than a grant. These loans to developing countries will increase third world debt.
· All other countries have given real grants to the PPCR, and this money will be given as grants, not loans to developing countries.
· The money does not have to be given as loans. The PPCR has not yet disbursed any money. The World Bank has said if the UK turns its “capital grant” into a “grant” the PPCR can give all grants and no loans.
· Ask your MP to write to Secretary of State for International Development, Andrew Mitchell MP, asking him to fulfil Conservative party policy by making sure the PPCR only gives grants, not loans. 

If you have a Liberal Democrat MP write to them saying:

· We are pleased the Liberal Democrats stated before the election “We support the UN Adaptation Fund and would establish a Leapfrog Fund to facilitate the transfer of green technologies” and that climate funds should “be deposited with the UN”.
· Over the past three years, the UK government has given £750 million to World Bank climate change funds. But it has not given any to the United Nations.

· One United Nations fund in particular needs support; the UN Adaptation Fund referred to above which the Liberal Democrats say they support. The fund is being inundated with requests by developing countries to fund projects and programmes that would help them adapt to climate change. However, whilst it has received money from Sweden, Germany and Spain, it does not have the money to fund all these requests.

· The UK has given £225 million to the Pilot Programme for Climate Resilience, a World Bank adaptation fund. But part of the money this will give is loans, increasing third world debt. Furthermore, the recipients of World Bank money have been hand-picked by donors. In contrast, the UNFCCC Adaptation is demand-driven ensuring that it funds what is actually needed in developing countries. 
· Developing countries have continually joined with the Liberal Democrats and said that climate change money should go through the United Nations, not the World Bank. Providing money to the United Nations is key to build-up trust with developing countries so that international climate change negotiations can progress.

· Over coming months, the UK will be deciding how to allocate more than £700 million from the aid budget it has committed to spend on climate change.

· Ask your MP to write to Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, Chris Huhne, asking him to fulfil Liberal Democrat party policy in government by:

1. Ensuring a significant proportion of UK climate change money is given to the UN Adaptation Fund, comparable with that already given to the World Bank.

2. No more climate change money is given to the World Bank.

3. Argue in international negotiations for all climate change money to be managed through the United Nations.
