Take action: MEP Lobbying

Thank you for all your hard work earlier this year lobbying MEPs on the trade campaign. Of the total 72 MEPs elected to represent the UK, 19 of them have signed our trade pledge – that’s a quarter of the UK delegation. 

Following on from this, we now want to call on the pledged MEPs to ask them to table a question in the European Parliament. Any individual MEP can table a question for the European Commission and the Commission has an obligation to provide an answer. It is a way to prompt the Commission to produce a reply on a subject that they may not want to answer and is also a useful way for MEPs to inform and alert the Commission about concerns and issues that require more attention. 

We have produced a MEP briefing (enclosed) to accompany your request which explains how trade liberalisation has been damaging to developing countries and how the lessons of the global economic crisis need to be learned and applied to European trade policy. 

Your letter would ideally be written as soon as possible and before the end of the year. 

MEPs who signed our pledge

Write to the MEPs in your region who have signed our trade pledge requesting they table a question in the European parliament on the global economic crisis. MEPs write the question and the content and length are in their discretion. We have given you some bullet points below which will help your MEPs to frame their question:  

· The global economic crisis has its roots in the drive for deregulation and liberalisation in financial markets

· Both negotiations at the WTO and the Commission’s Global Europe trade deals maintain this approach 

· The global economic crisis is continuing with unemployment rising massively around the world and more low-paid workers are finding themselves in poverty

· What independent analysis of the causes of the economic crisis has been commissioned?

· What lessons does the Commission draw from the global economic crisis?

· How are these lessons being applied to European trade policy 

You can also enclose our new MEP briefing “The Global Economic Crisis: Lessons for European Trade Policy” with your letter which will help explain why MEPs need to take action.  

MEPs who did not sign our pledge

You can still write to MEPs who have not signed the trade pledge. Send them our new MEP briefing and ask them to raise the concerns outlined in the briefing in the European Parliament. 

Letter writing tips

· When writing to MEPs who have signed our trade pledge, ensure that you mention it!  An MEP told us that most MEPs sign pledges and never expect anyone to follow up or call them to account. They will sit up and take notice if you refer back to the pledge. 
· Your letter can be posted to your MEP’s post-box at the European parliament. Address: European Parliament, 60 Rue Wiertz, B-1047 Brussels, Belgium
 UK MEPs by region

For your information, please find below a list of MEPs by region. MEPs who have signed our trade pledge are boxed and in bold:

	Region
	MEP
	Party 

	East Midlands
	Emma McClarkin
	Conservative

	
	Roger Helmer
	Conservative

	
	Glennis Wilmott
	Labour

	
	Bill Newton Dunn
	Liberal Democrats

	
	Derek Clark
	UKIP

	
	
	

	Eastern
	Geoffrey Van Orden
	Conservative

	
	Robert Sturdy
	Conservative

	
	Vicky Ford
	Conservative

	
	Richard Howitt
	Labour

	
	Andrew Duff
	Liberal Democrats

	
	David Campbell-Bannerman
	UKIP

	
	John Agnew
	UKIP

	
	
	

	London
	Dr Charles Tannock
	Conservative

	
	Marina Yannakoudakis
	Conservative

	
	Syed Kamall
	Conservative

	
	Jean Lambert
	Green Party

	
	Sarah Ludford
	Liberal Democrats

	
	Gerard Batten
	UKIP

	
	Claude Moraes
	Labour

	
	Mary Honeyball
	Labour

	
	
	

	North East
	Martin Callanan
	Conservative

	
	Stephen Hughes
	Labour

	
	Fiona Hall
	Liberal Democrats

	
	
	

	North West
	Nick Griffin
	BNP

	
	Jacqueline Foster
	Conservative

	
	Rt Hon Sir Robert Atkins
	Conservative

	
	Sajjad Karim
	Conservative

	
	Arlene McCarthy
	Labour

	
	Brian Simpson
	Labour

	
	Paul Nuttall
	UKIP

	
	Chris Davies
	Liberal Democrats

	
	
	

	Scotland
	Struan Stevenson
	Conservative

	
	Catherine Stihler
	Labour

	
	David Martin
	Labour

	
	George Lyon
	Liberal Democrats

	
	Alyn Smith
	SNP

	
	Ian Hudghton
	SNP

	
	
	

	South East
	Daniel Hannan
	Conservative

	
	James Elles
	Conservative

	
	Nirj Joseph Deva DL
	Conservative

	
	Richard Ashworth
	Conservative

	
	Caroline Lucas
	Green Party

	
	Peter Skinner
	Labour

	
	Marta Andreasen
	UKIP

	
	Nigel Farage
	UKIP

	
	Catherine Bearder
	Liberal Democrats

	
	Sharon Bowles
	Liberal Democrats

	
	
	

	South West
	Ashley Fox
	Conservative

	
	Giles Chichester
	Conservative

	
	Julie Girling
	Conservative

	
	Graham Watson
	Liberal Democrats

	
	Trevor Colman
	UKIP

	
	William, Earl of Dartmouth
	UKIP

	
	
	

	Wales
	Dr Kay Swinburne
	Conservative

	
	Derek Vaughan
	Labour

	
	Jill Evans
	Plaid Cymru

	
	John Bufton
	UKIP

	
	
	

	West Midlands
	Malcolm Harbour
	Conservative

	
	Philip Charles Bradbourn
	Conservative

	
	Michael Cashman
	Labour

	
	Liz Lynne
	Liberal Democrats

	
	Mike Nattrass
	UKIP

	
	Nikki Sinclaire
	UKIP

	
	
	

	Yorkshire & Humber
	Linda McAvan
	Labour

	
	Andrew Brons
	BNP

	
	Edward McMillan-Scott
	Conservative

	
	Timothy Kirkhope
	Conservative

	
	Diana Wallis
	Liberal Democrats

	
	Godfrey Bloom
	UKIP


