Local groups’ resource

Food campaign: summer stall ideas

Here are some ideas to promote awareness of how food speculation is fuelling global poverty and hunger, and to encourage others to take action to stop bankers betting on food. Let us know how they work or if you have a successful idea to share with other groups – drop a line to Amy Horton, amy.horton@wdm.org.uk.
· Draw attention to spiralling food costs by inviting people to guess the (astronomical) cost of a basket of goods. Wheat, corn and cocoa are some of the most heavily speculated foods so you could include bread, cornflakes and chocolate. Pick a shockingly high price to illustrate how most people in the global south spend 50 – 90 per cent of their income on food, and rising prices are putting staple foods beyond their reach. For example, global corn prices have doubled in the last year as speculation has skyrocketed.

· You could organise a spoof ‘charity bake sale’, offering cakes at outrageous prices with all proceeds going to an undeserving cause such as Goldman Sachs or Barclays, which makes up to £340 million each year from betting on food prices as the UK’s biggest food speculator. Of course if you have enough cakes to sell them, you might want to offer them at the more reasonable prices that could be achieved if the UK government backs strong European proposals to curb speculation – with the money going to support campaigning!
· If your group includes any keen cooks, you could bake a soufflé or get creative with the baking powder to create a dish symbolising how speculation is inflating food prices. 
· Why not have another game of human blackjack? If you still have the stunt props, (George Osborne mask, bowler hats and blackjack mat, plus actual foods as gambling chips) reuse them to dramatise how bankers are gambling on food and hunger, while the UK government is failing to back European efforts to crack down on speculation. 
· Another way of illustrating the effects of speculation – and how it’s hitting people even here in the UK – would be to produce some giant receipts for staggering food prices. We’re still collecting food shopping receipts – please send us yours with a message for chancellor George Osborne written on it, demanding action to curb food speculation. You might want to gather some receipts in advance to take along to the stall for others to use.
· Remember that the human blackjack game created specially for the campaign is available to play on a laptop. It’s very simple and a great way to engage with fans of computer games! Just email amy.horton@wdm.org.uk to be sent the offline version. Invite people to pick their character (Obama, a banker, or a Kenyan farmer), place their bets, and then try to collect cards with a score closer to 21 than their opponent – George Osborne. If you want to try it online, visit www.wdm.org.uk/humanblackjack. 

