On the Royal Bank of Scotland

[x person] has said [something about the bankers bonuses/regulations of the banks], but the real scandal is how banks bailed out by the British public are spending our money. The government has done nothing to stop the Royal Bank of Scotland, which is 84% owned by the taxpayer, from investing billions of pounds in companies and projects linked to climate change and human rights abuses around the world. At the next election, politicians must convince a cynical public that they will hold banks accountable for their actions. What better place to start than by promising to ensure that the banks we own don't contribute to suffering amongst the world's poorest people?

On a financial transaction tax

[x politician] has spoken of the need to cut spending because of the economic crisis.

Yet if even a small tax was imposed on the thousands of large financial deals happening daily it could raise billions that could be spent on socially useful projects in the UK, as well as on combating poverty and climate change around the world. This would also make casino-style speculation on food and oil markets less appealing to banks and hedge funds and would increase financial stability.UK politicians must throw their weight behind plans for a global 'Robin Hood' tax on bank transactions that could help people out of poverty in rich and poor countries alike.

On climate justice

It is good to see that [whatever environmental story is being reported in paper].

Climate change is killing 300, 000 people a year, mostly in poor countries. They did not cause the problem, but are being hit the hardest. This is a huge injustice.

To make this right, the UK needs to pay its climate debt as compensation for the damage that we have created through our pollution. This money is being called for by developing countries to pay for adaptation that is needed to help people cope with the effects of climate change, and to pay for developing countries to kick start a green energy revolution. The next government will need to grapple quickly with the issue of climate justice. Politicians in this election will need to convince voters that they have an answer to how the UK will pay its climate debt.
