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Director’s 
introduction

Fighting global inequality is no small task. Even 
when you achieve a measure of success, there is 
always more to do. Tenacity marks the quality of 
a good campaigner. 

Banks started pulling out of food speculation 
in 2012 and have continued to do so since. 
This is a fantastic and tangible outcome of 
our campaigning, but it isn’t the end game. 
Regulation is our aim, so our persistent 
campaigners forge ahead using creative tactics. 

During 2012 we did everything from donning 
Barclays eagle masks at their AGM, to producing 
a hugely popular viral video on food speculation, 
where comic actors sold spoof investments 
outside banks. 

Creating change is a journey. Sometimes it is about 
quick fire action at the right time, like when we 
responded to the 2012 Rio Earth Summit, which 
tried to put a price on nature. Our campaigners 
carried out bold and eye catching stunts such 
as putting the Amazon rainforest on eBay to 
highlight the absurdity of such policies. By the 
end of the UN conference, northern governments 
had retreated from pushing these policies.

At other times our work is about long term, 
genuine grassroots activity, working inside WDM 
and with our allies to ensure that we have a strong 
movement both now and well into the future. Not 
only have we had more new groups start up in 
2012, we’ve been at the heart of the budding UK 
food sovereignty movement, which builds on the 
work of the international peasants’ movement (La 
Via Campesina) in other countries. 

As well as working reactively and building the 
movement, we have to stay true to our long 
established values and hold those in power to 
account. In February we took up the aid debate 
as the government started making noises about 
linking aid to trade, something that we had 
fought off in the early 1990s. Later in the year we 
drew attention to Phulbari, where investors are 
once again trying to build a coal mine against the 
wishes of the local community. 

Whether they’re big or small wins, or just keeping 
the pressure on, they are all important factors in 
moving us closer to our goal of achieving global 
justice. Everyone from our donors and funders to 
our local activists are at the heart of our work 
and direction. In 2012 we made great headway, 
but as always, we need ongoing support and 
engagement to ensure that we build on this in 
2013 and move closer to our ultimate goal of 
achieving justice for the world’s poorest people. 

Deborah Doane 
Director
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Chair’s 
introduction

In 2012 WDM achieved some amazing things. We 
convinced sceptical Liberal Democrat Members of 
the European Parliament (MEPs) about the harm 
done by food speculation and kept a focus on 
Barclays bank until it pulled out of speculating 
on agricultural products in early 2013. 

WDM remained flexible and able to react to 
situations as they unfolded, commenting on the 
use of the UK aid budget and challenging the aid 
for trade agenda while continuing to keep up the 
fight with our core campaigns. 

A new council was elected and took up its role 
overseeing WDM’s activities. I would like to thank 
the outgoing chair Maggie Pankhurst who made 
an enormous contribution to the ongoing work 
and strategic direction of WDM in her six years on 
council. Maggie will be a hard act to follow and I 
am both honoured and delighted to do whatever 
I can to ensure that WDM remains cutting edge in 
its fight for global justice today. 

On behalf of council, I would like to thank all 
the staff for their massive contribution in 2012. 
Throughout the year, the organisation’s finances 
held up despite difficult external conditions and 
we continued to run eye catching, hard hitting 
campaigns on a modest budget. We’ve focused on 
growing the movement and increasing our reach 
on social media, with our followers increasing by 
41 per cent. The commitment and creativity of 

staff has been central to these achievements. 

In October staff and council spent a day together 
looking at how WDM can be most effective as a 
movement. Not only were there lots of actions to 
take forward, but it was useful for both staff and 
council members to get to know each other better 
and to understand how to support each other to 
make us the most efficient organisation we can be. 

I would like to say a big thank you to all our 
local group members, individual activists and 
supporters for their commitment and generosity. 
Activists and supporters make our campaigns 
possible and keep us on track as a democratic 
organisation. It is essential that WDM remains 
driven from the grassroots to achieve its aim of a 
more just world. 

In 2013 we will no doubt face challenges and 
have a lot of hard work ahead of us, and I am 
looking forward to seeing what progress we’ve 
made together in another 12 months.

 

Paul de Hoest 
Chair



WDM online

During 2012 WDM increased its capacity 
for online campaigning and fundraising, 
improving the usability of the website and 
dramatically increasing visitor numbers and 
social media presence.

We made significant developments to our online 
capabilities in 2012. Our Facebook and Twitter 
followers increased substantially and the number 
of visitors to our website increased by 41 per cent 
due to engaging content and a redesign. Online 
donations to our appeals also increased as we 
expanded our online fundraising presence. Our 
blog continued to be hugely popular with posts 
shared widely on social media.

During the year we got creative with our online 
campaigning to increase awareness and create 
public pressure on food speculation and aid 
spending. We targeted key decision makers in 
a number of ways, including encouraging our 
supporters to submit photos of their messages 
on food speculation to George Osborne ahead of 
the Conservative party conference. The action 
received a great response and we displayed the 
photos in Birmingham where the conference 
was taking place. We also targeted the Financial 
Services Authority, flooding its inbox with emails 
and asking WDM activists to call its help lines to 
voice concerns about food speculation.  

With the arrival of the Rio+20 summit on 
sustainability in June, we set up a website to 
provide a platform for sharing information and 
discussing issues arising from the talks. 

Towards the end of the year we launched a spoof 
video called Barclays Speculate, which featured 
actors demonstrating the absurdity of excessive 
food speculation and its impact on developing 
countries 1 . The video was a viral hit receiving 
almost 50,000 views on YouTube and more than a 
thousand on Facebook, contributing to pressure 
on Barclays to pull out of food speculation.  

Highlight
In 2012 we improved the usability of our 
website, making it easier and more exciting 
to take action online with WDM. This 
contributed to a significant increase in the 
number of people visiting our site and taking 
action. Our groups are also making more use 
of the internet to promote their campaigning 
and activities with almost all having their 
own websites. Looking ahead to 2013 we will 
continue to grow our web presence and tailor 
our communications for online campaigning 
and fundraising. 

1
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WDM in the media 

Gaining media coverage is not only useful for 
increasing public awareness, but also helps build 
pressure on key decision makers and achieve 
our campaign goals. During 2012 WDM’s media 
presence led to meetings with the Financial 
Services Authority and key political targets 
such as then development secretary Andrew 
Mitchell and Sharon Bowles MEP. This has been 
fundamental in communicating our campaign 
messages and winning the argument. 

At the start of the year, our food campaign 
generated extensive media coverage around 
our nomination of Barclays for the Public Eye 
‘shame award’ for worst company. The story was 
extremely popular on our website as well as being 
picked up by the Telegraph, Evening Standard, 
Daily Mail and the Mirror.  

In February with the return of the debate on 
aid for trade, WDM’s comments featured in a 

wide range of media including the Guardian 
online, BBC Radio 4’s Today programme and the 
Times. Aid continued to generate a great deal of 
coverage for us throughout the year including by 
the Daily Mail, the Times, the New Statesman and 
Bloomberg. Our director Deborah Doane spoke 
about aid on a Guardian podcast and campaigner 
Alex Scrivener appeared on Al Jazeera as we 
became a go-to organisation for comments on aid 
policy.

WDM’s food speculation campaign continued 
to receive a great deal of media coverage in 
2012, gaining further mentions during Barclays’ 
AGM in April. Pictures of our Barclays’ eagles 
demonstration outside the meeting were picked 
up by a number of publications and featured 
online including the Evening Standard and the 
Financial Times. WDM campaigner Christine Haigh 
also carried out a live interview for BBC News.  

In 2012 WDM continued to attract a wide range of media coverage 
helping us to achieve campaign successes and speak out on the 
root causes of poverty.



Highlight
One of our 2012 media highlights was the 
exposé of the Financial Services Authority 
as a lapdog of the banking sector. Our report 
‘Financial Services Authority: watchdog 
or lapdog?’ was covered by a number of 
publications such as the Guardian, the 
Scotsman and Dow Jones’ Financial News. 
The story brought attention to the financial 
sector’s lack of credible regulation, an issue 
central to our campaigns.

The growing food crisis in the Sahel region of 
Africa meant that WDM commentary on a broken 
food system became increasingly relevant. 
Deborah Doane was invited to appear on the 
BBC’s World News Today programme and her 
article on food sovereignty was published on 
Reuters Alertnet.  

Our campaigning around the Rio+20 Earth Summit 
and the worrying move of governments looking 
to put a financial value on natural resources 
gained various media mentions. Our campaign 
stunt which put the Amazon rainforest up for 
sale on eBay highlighted the absurdity of the 
financialisation of nature and was picked up by 
the Guardian amongst others. 

Our most significant media attention for our 
climate justice campaign came at the end of 
the year around the Doha climate talks. During 
the talks we critiqued UK climate finance for 

being used to benefit corporations rather than 
the developing countries it was intended for. 
We showed how UK money fed through the 
World Bank meant for wind energy generation 
was going solely to Walmart. The story received 
various mentions including in the Daily Mail and 
the Telegraph.
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Climate justice has been at the heart of WDM 
campaigning since 2007. In 2012 we kept climate 
justice issues on the government’s agenda and 
began developing our new climate and energy 
campaign, launched at the start of 2013. We 
also focused on strengthening the movement by 
working in coalition with other organisations and 
supporting our allies in the south. 

Taking action
We kept up the pressure on the UK government 
and other key decision makers with active 
lobbying and producing solid evidence to support 
our argument.  

We started the year by sending a joint letter 
with Jubilee Debt Campaign to then development 
secretary Andrew Mitchell and the secretary of 
state for energy and climate change, Ed Davey. 
Later in the year local groups reminded both 

Conservative and Liberal Democrat MPs of their 
election promises to support grants rather than 
loans for climate adaptation. 

We targeted other key decision makers by 
attending lobbying meetings at the Department 
of Energy and Climate Change and the Department 
for International Development, to raise issues 
around climate justice. We also produced 
robust research to back up our argument 
with two publications, one briefing aimed at 

Climate justice

Climate change is one of the most serious problems facing the 
developing world today. Because the UK is one of the biggest per 
capita emitters of carbon, WDM campaigns for the UK’s climate 
debt to be repaid to poor countries, which are disproportionately 
affected by climate change.

Making an impact
In 2012 we kept the pressure up on MPs 
on issues surrounding climate justice. In 
2013 we start the year with a new, exciting 
campaign and we hope to build on the success 
of our climate justice work as we take on the 
challenges that lie ahead.



parliamentarians and another, Power to the people 
II, focusing on a planned solar energy project in 
Morocco that will supply energy to Europe rather 
than benefitting the local population.  

We also supported others to take action by helping 
to create a film for activists about economic 
justice. The film, which will be released in 2013, 
looks at alternative economics for justice.  

During 2012 we began developing our new 
climate campaign to expose how the UK finance 
sector is funding destructive energy projects in 
developing countries. We have built a body of 
research on UK financing of dirty energy projects 
and on the links between the UK government, the 
finance sector and the fossil fuel sector. We also 
began the production of a handbook for activists 
wanting to take on the City of London and the UK 
finance sector. 1

Building the movement
Working with and supporting our allies in the 
global south is fundamental to the way WDM 
works. During 2012 we worked with other 
organisations and activists to support the global 
struggle for climate justice.

In February we responded to the arrest of 
southern activist and ally of WDM, Bettina Cruz 
Velásquez, releasing a blog post and emergency 
e-action directed at the Mexican government 
and the National Human Rights coalition. Our 
supporters called for Bettina’s release, creating 
a wave of international pressure. She was later 
released, but still faces charges and we will help 
again where we can.

During the year we also played in a key role in 
facilitating discussions around climate issues 
such as the Global Campaign to Demand Climate 
Justice. The coalition looks at how we should 
tackle climate justice given the current lack of 
collective global action agreed at international 
talks, and provides a space for climate groups to 
act collectively. 

Highlight
As a democratic movement we pride 
ourselves on getting input from members, 
groups, allies and our council when 
deciding our campaigning direction. After 
consultation we decided on a new campaign, 
Carbon Capital, which will look at how the 
UK finance sector is funding destructive 
energy projects in the developing world. 
We will continue to promote climate justice 
and shine a light into the shady corners of 
energy injustice, exposing the links between 
government, oil and the financial sector. Find 
out more about the campaign on our website 
at  www.wdm.org.uk/carbon-capital 

1
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In 2012 we stepped up the pressure on both 
MPs and MEPs, calling for regulation of the 
commodities market. It has been an important 
year for lobbying with more politicians becoming 
convinced speculation is a problem. We used 
creative campaigning techniques to keep energy 
and momentum in the campaign and to attract new 
supporters, allowing us to grow our grassroots base.

Taking action
We kicked off the year with a media frenzy 
created by our nomination of Barclays for the 
Public Eye “shame” Award for its role in food 
speculation. Our targeted campaigning appeared 
to have had a substantial impact on Barclays 
when in late 2012 they hinted that they may be 
pulling out of food speculation. 

During the year we kept up the pressure on MEPs in 
order to influence important European legislation 

on food speculation with EU wide petitions and 
lobbying. Our local groups gave up their time to 
persistently lobby their regions’ MEPs. By the end 
of the year two thirds of all UK MEPs had been 
contacted regarding the legislation, ensuring 
that our demands were heard.

Ahead of an important vote on the legislation, over 
12,000 emails were sent to MEPs by constituents 
urging them to back tough regulation. 

Lobbying is not without its challenges and Sharon 
Bowles, a key MEP working on the legislation, was 
not responding to meeting requests from local 
WDM groups. Following a letter to the Guardian 
exposing her lack of engagement with her 
constituents compared with numerous meetings 
with the banking lobby, she agreed to meet with 
WDM activists. At the meeting Bowles agreed to 
vote for firm regulation and the other UK Liberal 
Democrats MEPs followed suit.

Food speculation

Since 2010 WDM has been the main UK voice campaigning to stop 
the finance sector from excessive speculation on food, which has 
fuelled price spikes and pushed millions of people into hunger 
and poverty. As global food prices remain high, our campaign 
calling for better regulation of food speculation has never been 
more crucial. 



Across Europe we worked with our allies to 
promote an EU-wide petition calling for tough 
regulation which received an impressive 100,000 
signatories. We organised a stunt to coincide with 
the petition hand in which used pots and pans to 
spell out the need to curb food speculation. 

We looked to influence other key decision makers 
throughout the year including George Osborne, 
the UK’s main representative in EU talks on 
financial regulation. We placed adverts in the 
local newspapers in his constituency, Tatton, 
leafleted local areas and set up stalls to raise 
awareness around food speculation. We also met 
with other key decision makers including officials 
at the Treasury, the Financial Services Authority, 
Bank of England and the European Commission to 
present the case for regulation. 

At the Conservative party conference we 
coordinated campaign actions including a stunt 
outside the conference and a photo petition 
which was sent to George Osborne as well as 
projected onto buildings during the party 
conference in Birmingham. The stunt and petition 
raised awareness with Tory party delegates and 
kept up the pressure on George Osborne.

Building the movement
During 2012 WDM’s food campaigners have been 
building a strong network of European allies. We 
have worked with a number of organisations such 
as Friends of the Earth Europe and World Ecology, 
Economy and Development, participating in joint 
lobbying and producing reports to expose the 
role of EU banks in food speculation. 

In February we co-organised a European outreach 
and strategy meeting to allow space for EU 
organisations to coordinate lobbying and policy 
positions. Over 20 participants representing 
organisations throughout Europe attended 
the meeting. Unified campaigning like this 
strengthens our voice across Europe and makes it 
harder for politicians to ignore the issues. 

We took steps to expand our grassroots support 
base attending talks at the Bristol International 

Development Conference and Fairtrade events. 
We also looked to steer the debate around food 
speculation, presenting our policy solutions 
to a round table of experts at the Institute of 
Development Studies in Brighton. 

Positive alternatives
At the core of WDM campaigning is the belief 
that we can tackle the root causes of poverty by 
promoting alternative policies that benefit the 
world’s poor. Food sovereignty is an alternative 
global system that seeks to give control of the 
world’s food back to those who produce, consume 
and distribute it. It originated from developing 
countries and is already being applied in many 
places, including Venezuela 1 . WDM has been 
supporting the food sovereignty movement since 
the start of our food campaign and continued to 
do so during 2012.

In March we attended a meeting in Brussels 
to build links with other food sovereignty 
campaigners across Europe. The visit was 
fundamental to establishing relationships within 
the wider movement. 

Later in the year WDM played a key role in bringing 
together farmers, producers, campaigners and food 
activists from across the UK for a food sovereignty 
strategy day. The day was a huge success with 
over 100 attendees. It has helped form the base 
of a strong UK movement for food sovereignty. 

Highlight
After two years of concerted campaigning, 
we have now got more MEPs on side than ever 
before. Our policy recommendations for strong 
limits on speculation are now included in 
the European Parliament’s draft legislation, 
making the proposals stronger than the 
original draft put forward by the European 
Commission. This is testament to the hard 
work and commitment of our campaigners 
and activists. We will keep up the pressure to 
ensure that the proposals don’t get watered 
down in the final stages of the decision. 
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In September we joined the Good Food March 
in Brussels calling for a fairer food system, 
allowing us to build links with the wider food 
movement 2 . Two of our London group members 
also attended the march giving members of our 
network an opportunity to meet other European 
campaigners. 

Winning the argument
During the year we focused on winning the 
argument by bringing key decisions makers around 
to our view. We produced robust research to expose 
and explain issues around food speculation. 

In June we exposed how the Financial Services 
Authority, which was set up to regulate the 
banking sector, was instead lobbying on its 
behalf. The report received substantial media 
coverage and a great response from WDM activists 
and supporters. 

We also produced a report to explain some 
of the more technical details of the issue, 
making the case for the introduction of tough 
limits to curb speculation. The report and 
accompanying briefing were sent to all MEPs and 
key civil servants involved in the legislation. 
Along with producing evidence for our policy 
recommendations to curb speculation, we 
produced material to support our call for food 
sovereignty and to help the network and the 
wider movement better understand the concept. 

“We’ve been able to go further than the 
Commission proposal [on position limits] 
because of people power. I think people 
make a difference, people matter and we 
can make a difference with your support.”
Arlene McCarthy MEP thanks WDM for its food 
speculation campaign. 

Making an impact 
During 2012 we made great headway with 
our food speculation campaign. We have 
communicated complex ideas in a fun and 
engaging way, encouraging more people to 
take action and supporting the growth of 
our supporter base. Working in coalition 
with other organisations has strengthened 
the voice of those speaking out on food 
speculation across Europe and given our 
demands even greater leverage.

2

1



WDM Scotland 

Throughout the year we continued to build on 
the success of having achieved a legally binding 
emissions reduction target in the Scottish 
Climate Change act of 2009. Our supporters joined 
with others in the Stop Climate Chaos Scotland 
coalition and continued to lobby MSPs to meet 
emissions targets. In October more than 100 
supporters attended a mass climate lobby of 
politicians at the Scottish Parliament. 

Along with our work on climate justice, we 
worked on strengthening the movement by 
organising events and engaging with the local 
community. In April WDM Scotland played a key 
role in organising the Just Banking conference, 
which focused on challenges following the 
financial crisis. The conference held in Edinburgh 
attracted over 400 attendees including 
academics, campaigners and policymakers. The 
event allowed people to come together to address 
issues relating to the financial crisis and discuss 
alternatives for a more just banking system. 
Following the conference’s success there will be a 
similar event held in London during 2013. 

During 2012 we continued our unique work 
on global citizenship through our partnership 
with the Take One Action film festival and our 
community education project Global Connect. We 
were pleased to screen some inspiring films to 
help support activism on global justice issues. 
Take One Action showings were hugely successful 
with one event on local food sovereignty 
movements in Togo and Venezuela attracting 
over 120 people. Films were followed by lively 
discussion giving impetus for activists to 
organise locally. 

Global Connect continued to work with the 
Bethany Christian Trust as well as developing 
new relationships with other organisations 
working with disadvantaged communities. Weekly 
discussion groups allowed homeless men to talk 
about global justice issues, resulting in a number 
of outcomes including visits to politicians and 
writing magazine articles. The project continues 
to provide a space for disempowered citizens 
to learn the skills necessary to take action for 
change, whether at a local or global level. 

WDM’s Edinburgh office allows us to amplify our campaigns and 
adapt them to the Scottish context. WDM Scotland also strengthens 
our grassroots base and the call for global justice within the UK.
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Rio+20

During the Rio+20 conference, WDM exposed 
the corporate agenda of the talks and called for 
a real green economy that would prioritise the 
interests of people and the planet over corporate 
profit. WDM was one of the few campaigning 
organisations to tackle the thorny issue of the 
involvement of the finance sector in natural 
resource management. We pride ourselves on 
taking on more difficult, technical issues and 
our research and policy staff are often ahead 
of the curve in spotting trends such as the 
financialisation of nature.

Taking action
With the conference came new opportunities for 
creative campaigning. Our campaigners travelled 
to Rio to expose the absurdity of putting a 
financial value on nature, using tactics such as 
listing the Amazon rainforest for sale on eBay 1 . 

Two WDM campaigners travelled to Rio+20 
to attend meetings and track the progress of 
the talks. They participated both inside the 
conference and in the counter summit, which 
enabled them to carry out reactive actions and 
stunts in response to the progress of  
discussions 2 . In particular they were able to 
expose the deputy prime minister, Nick Clegg, for 
his role in promoting the financialisation agenda. 
The stunts received substantial media coverage. 

Our network of dedicated campaigners and 
activists also took action in the run up to the 
Rio+20 summit. Using our ‘Trojan Horse’ campaign 
pack they took to the streets to campaign against 
the ‘Great Nature Sale’ and asked members of 
the public to sign action cards. We had a great 
response to the action which saw thousands of 
cards delivered to MPs across the country. We also 
used digital campaigning tactics with the set up 

In 2012 WDM campaigned around the Rio+20 UN conference on 
sustainable development. WDM exposed the UK government’s 
agenda that sought to ascribe a financial value to nature and 
would exacerbate social and environmental problems.



of our Rio+20 microsite, one of the very first NGO 
websites explaining the complicated issue of the 
financialisation of nature.

Building the movement
During our time at the conference we sought 
to strengthen and build links with the wider 
movement campaigning for a real green economy. 
We co-organised one of the first international 
meetings on the growing financialisation of 
nature, with various organisations and activists 
from across the globe. We also took part in the 
alternative People’s Summit at Rio+20, which was 
attended by thousands of international activists.  

Alongside our involvement in Rio we joined 
the EU movement. We formed part of a 
group of organisations sharing information, 
building agreement and planning action on 
financialisation. The group also linked this 
process with the more talked about question of 
austerity measures and cuts across Europe.

Making an impact
With our reactive campaigning around 
the Rio+20 sustainability conference we 
were one of the first UK voices speaking 
out against the financialisation of nature. 
Through creative campaigning and building 
links with the wider movement we were 
able to expose how the proposed corporate 
agenda for the management of natural 
resources would negatively impact on 
social and environmental issues. Southern 
governments stood strong on this issue 
at Rio and we saw the eventual retreat of 
northern governments, which is a great 
achievement. 

1

2
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Aid

In 1994 we took the UK government to court in 
a landmark case over a controversial dam project 
in Pergau, Malaysia. The benefits of the dam 
were dubious and the finance was being used 
as a sweetener for arms deals. Following WDM’s 
victory the practice of forcing recipient countries 
to buy UK products and services in return for aid 
became illegal.

During 2012 we saw a worrying change in the 
government’s approach towards aid. Comments 
from then international development secretary, 
Andrew Mitchell, suggested linking the sale of 
British Typhoon aircraft with aid given to India. 
This indicated a return to a view of aid as an 
investment from which the UK should expect a 
return. WDM’s history of campaigning on tied 

aid prepared us to react quickly, challenging 
the government’s view and suggesting positive 
alternatives. 

We opened up the debate online by asking our 
supporters what they thought about the change 
in the UK government’s position on aid, using 
our blog to capture their comments. We received 
almost 200 comments from WDM campaigners 
and supporters, making us realise the need for a 
radical voice speaking out on aid issues. 

We kick started the campaign by condemning 
Andrew Mitchell, and later his successor 
Justine Greening, for channelling aid through 
multinational companies like Nike and Coca Cola 
and for backing dodgy private sector projects 
like special economic zones in Bangladesh. These 

WDM has a long history of challenging the UK government on aid 
spending in instances when it benefits UK business rather than 
the world’s poor. In 2012 there was a return to the debate on aid 
so WDM once again challenged the government on its policy.



zones provide favourable conditions such as 
tax breaks and bans on trade union activity, to 
large corporations. We were able to gain media 
attention through the publication of our letters 
to Mitchell on the Guardian’s website, opening up 
the debate on aid and how it should be used. 

Taking action
To help build public pressure on the UK 
government we asked our supporters to write to 
Malcolm Bruce, chair of the House of Commons 
International Development Select Committee, 
calling for a parliamentary inquiry into UK aid 
spending. After receiving over 1,000 postcards he 
agreed to meet us to discuss the issue, proving 
that public pressure works.

WDM activists also sent emails to their 
constituency MPs outlining their concerns and 
asking them to take up the issue with Justine 
Greening. This ensured the government heard us 
loud and clear. Our comments on aid were picked 
up by a number of news publications in the UK 
and internationally. 

Building the movement
We built links with other campaigners and 
created cross party pressure around aid, speaking 
at fringe meetings of both the Labour party 
and Scottish National party conferences. The 
talks were attended by prominent figures in 
both parties, including shadow international 
development minister Rushanara Ali, allowing us 
to get our message heard by a key audience.

Alongside this WDM and ally organisations 
launched the Progressive Development Forum. 
The forum aims to highlight other structural 
issues that hinder development such as trade 
inequality, to ensure these are not ignored whilst 
discussions around aid continue. 

Making an impact
Our reactive campaigning on aid opened up 
the debate about what aid is for. We received 
a positive response from WDM activists, 
allies and many MPs supported our call for 
an enquiry. However, the argument is not yet 
won and at the start of 2013 the government 
is still pushing for aid to be viewed as an 
investment. We will keep up the pressure on 
the UK government and continue to argue 
that aid should be for the benefit of the 
poor, not rich corporations. 
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WDM’s grassroots strength

Building the movement in the 
UK: our local groups
WDM’s local campaigning groups are at the heart 
of how we work and we continue to emphasise 
the importance of our grassroots base to achieve 
lasting change for the world’s poor. Without them 
we would not be able to deliver effective and 
successful campaigns. 

At WDM we are always astounded by the 
commitment and energy of our local groups.

During 2012 we saw groups strengthen 
relationships with local food networks, and 

new groups such as Reading becoming more 
established. 

WDM groups are essential for strengthening and 
adding legitimacy to our campaigns, getting 
our message out to as wide an audience as 
possible. During 2012 our network, made up of 
50 groups across the country ran many successful 
events such as film screenings looking at food 
sovereignty movements in Venezuela, to climate 
justice talks following the Rio+20 summit on 
sustainability.

Looking ahead to 2013 we will be focusing on 
expanding out network, by organising regional 

“There are many different ways of getting a message across to different people, and the 
best way to learn that is by sharing together. It might be standing on a stall all afternoon, 
or discussing new campaigns at a meeting, or maybe visiting your MP: all jobs that are 
more fun when done with a group.”
Ann Hillier, south Manchester WDM



“I enjoy being involved in a local group for 
many reasons. You create strong networks 
of support which are very important for 
activists and it makes the journey of social 
change more fun. Getting out and chatting 
to local people face to face about the 
kind of issues WDM works on is great. You 
always learn something talking to people.”
Cat, Brighton and Hove WDM group

Left: Brighton and Hove WDM group campaign 
against food speculation.

Right:

1  South Lakeland WDM call for a real green 
economy, not a trojan horse for bankers. 

2  Barry from our new Bromley WDM group 
campaigns at a local fair. 

3  Reading WDM hold a food specilation stall.

4  East Cleveland WDM meet with MP Ian Swales.

training days across the country, supporting 
our groups in the north east through our AGM 
and conference, whilst also building links with 
wider economic justice campaigning and events 
organised by our allies. 

If you’d like to find out more about campaigning 
for global justice in your local area, visit www.
wdm.org.uk/local-groups or call the network 
team on 020 7820 4900. 

1

2

3

4

3
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Financial reports

Where our money came from...

And how we spent it...

Income £ % of total

Individual donations £819,107 44%

Legacies £269,448 15%

Faith based 
organisations

£72,597 4%

Agencies and grants 
(voluntary income)

£91,571 5%

Grants (restricted) £547,259 30%

Other incomes £38,118 2%

Total £1,838,100 100%

Expenditure £ % of total

Campaigns (restricted 
and unrestricted) 

£1,207,083 74%

Fundraising and 
communications

£380,897 23%

Governance £50,126 3%

Total £1,638,106 100%

For further information go to www.wdm.org.uk/annual-review or call 020 7820 4900



Overview and acknowledgments

The World Development Movement’s (WDM) offices 
are in London and Edinburgh.

At the end of 2012, WDM had 29 members of 
staff: 24 permanent (20.80 FTE) and 5 temporary 
(4.05 FTE).

Over the year 15 people volunteered to help in 
our offices, each working part time for 3 months 
or more. 

WDM has 50 local groups and 13 affiliate 
organisations. 

In 2012 the World Development Movement worked 
in coalition with the following organisations 
Abahali BaseMjondolo, Bethany Christian Trust, 
Better Markets, Campact, Centre for Research on 
Multinational Corporations (SOMO), Corporate 
Europe Observatory, Common European Parliament 
office (Scotland), Fairtrade Foundation UK, Finance 
Watch, Friends of the Earth Europe, Foodwatch, 
350 campaign, Occupy LSX, Greenpeace Canada, 
Indigenous Environmental Network, Institute 
of Agriculture and Trade Policy, International 
Accountability Project, Jubilee Scotland, 
Jubilee Debt Campaign, L’Alliance Voahary Gasy 
Madagascar, Landless Workers Movement (MST), La 
Via Campesina, London Mining Network, National 
Committee to Protect Oil, Gas, Mineral Resources, 
Power and Ports, New Economics Foundation, 
NIDOS (Network of International Development 
Organisations in Scotland), Oxfam, People and 
Planet, Platform, Rainforest Action Network, SOS 
Faim, South Durban Community Environmental 
Alliance, St Pauls and St Georges Church in 
Scotland, Edinburgh Transition Scotland, Stop 
Climate Chaos, Take One Action Film Festival, 
UK Food Group, UK Tar Sands Network, UNISON, 
War on Want, World Economy Ecology and 
Development, YMCA Acorn Centre in Leith.

In 2012 WDM gratefully received thousands of 
donations from its members, individual donors, 

charitable trusts and foundations, churches and 
faith groups. A number of individuals also chose 
to leave a lasting gift to WDM in their Will, which 
is a great honour.

We receive funds through both World Development 
Movement Ltd (registered company no. 2098198) 
and World Development Movement Trust (registered 
charity no. 1064066). We are able to claim Gift Aid 
on individual donations given to the WDM Trust.

Throughout our 43 year history we have built 
strong relationships with faith based organisations 
and communities in the UK. Although WDM is not 
a faith based organisation, we greatly appreciate 
the support we receive from these groups. We 
are especially grateful for the continued support 
we received in 2012 from the Methodist Relief 
and Development Fund (MRDF), United Reformed 
Church (URC) Commitment for Life programme, 
Christian Aid and several dioceses, churches and 
religious societies of friends groups. 

In 2012 we received considerable grants from 
and are grateful to a number of charitable trusts 
and foundations including: the Esmée Fairbairn 
Foundation, Hanton Trust, Isvara Foundation, 
Joffe Charitable Trust, Jusaca Charitable Trust, 
J A Trust, Lusk Trust, R H Southern Trust, Rowan 
Charitable Trust, The Roddick Foundation and 
Twitten Charitable Trust.

We also worked with and received support from 
the Scottish Executive and its Global Connect 
community outreach programme. We would like 
to thank our affinity partners, Triodos, Ecotricity, 
Greensource Solutions and Investing Ethically for 
their continued support.

We would also like to acknowledge the hard work and 
fantastic commitment of the volunteers and interns 
who worked at WDM at various times in 2012.

Thank you!
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Our supporters

Our independence and flexibility is possible 
thanks to the generous donations we receive 
from our funders and individuals. In 2012 we had 
9,500 active supporters, with 6,000 people giving 
to us monthly. We are extremely grateful for the 
time and money that our supporters give up in 
order to support our work tackling the root causes 
of poverty.

We would also like to give special thanks to all 
those who left WDM a gift in their Will during 
2012. Legacy income makes up nearly a quarter 
of our annual income and we are touched that so 
many people chose to remember us in this way. 
These gifts allow us to plan for the future and 
help us continue winning justice for the world’s 
poor.

We pride ourselves on being a democratic 
organisation with our supporters helping 
determine our campaigning direction. Each year 
we hold a general meeting where supporters vote 
on decisions we face as an organisation. In 2012 
our AGM and conference, The People versus the 
Banks, was attended by over 200 people who 
came together to discuss issues around the role 
of the financial sector and alternatives ways of 
organising such as co-operatives. We hope our 
2013 conference will be an even bigger success.



What next?

Call us on 020 7820 4900  
or email wdm@wdm.org.uk

Find 
out 

more

Help us continue fighting the 
root causes of poverty. Visit 
www.wdm.org.uk/support

Donate

Join a WDM group.  
Find out more at  
www.wdm.org.uk/local-groups

Get 
active
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Support WDM and tackle 
the root causes of poverty 
www.wdm.org.uk/support 

England and Wales
020 7820 4900

World Development Movement 
66 Offley Road 
London 
SW9 0LS

wdm@wdm.org.uk

www.wdm.org.uk

Scotland
0131 243 2730

Thorn House 
5 Rose Street 
Edinburgh 
EH2 2PR

office@wdmscotland.org.uk

www.wdmscotland.org.uk


