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It is a great pleasure to present my first annual review at 
WDM. When I look at our work over the last decade, I am 
struck that the world is changing fast, and too often these 
changes are exacerbating injustice. 

Globalisation promised to bring food to the hungry, work 
to the unemployed and medicine to the sick. In fact, it 
has created a world characterised by the most extreme 
inequality. 

Driven by out-of-control financial markets and motivated 
by profit, we have an economy veering towards social and 
environmental catastrophe. 

But I am just as certain, when I look at what we achieved 
last year, that an organisation like WDM is absolutely 
necessary. We have seen a growing caution amongst 
politicians and even campaigners, who too often shy away 
from confronting the causes of poverty and inequality. 

So there is more than enough space for a persistent and 
straight-talking, but also thoughtful and considered, 
activist organisation which works for fundamental change. 

Our victory over the food speculators at the beginning of 
2014 is proof that we are able to make real headway in 
combating injustice. 

It is possible to point to alternatives – and to support 
them in being put into practice. The allies we work with 
around the world are developing movements for food 

Director’s introduction

sovereignty and energy justice. We can show that it is 
possible to live in a fairer society, where the world’s 
resources are in the hands of the many. 

This review gives us much to celebrate. It also allows us to 
reflect on how we could achieve more. 

2013 saw us begin a process of relaunching WDM. This is 
not because we want to change the values on which WDM 
has always been based. It is so we can better express those 
values in our changing world. It is so we can play a more 
effective role in creating a movement for social change – 
in Britain, in Europe and globally.

We must be more effective because despite our efforts, 
inequality continues to soar. The few continue to monopolise 
the world’s resources, while the many are deprived of the 
resources which they need to live decent lives. Even on our 
own continent, the injustice is plain to see. 

I became WDM’s director in September 2013, but I was 
a member of the organisation before that, and I feel 
immensely proud of what we achieved throughout the year. 
But we must do more. And together, I know that we can. 

Peace and justice for 2014,

Nick Dearden 
Director

“This review 
gives us much 
to celebrate. It 
also allows us 
to reflect on 
how we could 
achieve more.” 
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In 2013, WDM went from strength to strength. Our food 
speculation campaign kept up the pressure as the European 
parliament debated legislation designed to curb the 
practice. In early 2014, all our hard work paid off as the 
legislation was passed, including our key demands. This 
is a huge victory as it limits the ability of banks to drive 
up food prices and push ordinary people around the world 
further into poverty and hunger.

This success is testament to the commitment, drive and 
tenacity of WDM’s groups, members, supporters and staff. 
It’s been a privilege to be chair of WDM’s council at a time 
when such an important victory has been won. 

We also launched a campaign exposing the role of British 
banks in funding dirty and destructive fossil fuel projects 
around the world. Building on several years of experience 
in climate campaigning, we shifted our focus to look at 
how the UK government is complicit in allowing our banks 
to fund destructive projects around the world. 

Two WDM staff members visited Indonesia to meet with 
activists who are opposing the growth of coal mining 
in the country, which has driven local people off their 
land, polluted water supplies and destroyed people’s 
livelihoods. The trip led to us producing an innovative web 
documentary which made the long list for a category in 
the One World Media Awards, as well as helping us cement 
relationships with Indonesian allies.

“This success is 
testament to 
the commitment, 
drive and 
tenacity of WDM’s 
groups, members, 
supporters and 
staff.” 

Chair’s introduction

It was a year of change at WDM as we said goodbye to 
Deborah Doane, who had been WDM’s director for over 
four years. In that time, she oversaw WDM becoming 
more financially stable, achieving growth in our supporter 
base, and our success on food speculation. We all wish 
her well for the future. In September, we welcomed our 
new director, Nick Dearden. He has gained his experience 
working for organisations including War on Want and 
Amnesty, and as the director of Jubilee Debt Campaign. 

I would like to extend my thanks to our activists, group 
members, donors and other supporters, all of whom have 
made 2013 another successful year for the organisation. 
I would also like to say a huge thank you to all of WDM’s 
staff, whose energy, commitment and enthusiasm make 
WDM’s work possible. 

Towards the end of the year, we started a process to 
relaunch WDM, so that we have a name and identity that 
better reflect what we do. This is a huge opportunity for us 
to build on the history of the organisation and ensure that 
we remain a relevant, independent and effective force for 
change in the 21st century. 

Best wishes,

Paul de Hoest  
Chair



Fighting for  
a fair food system

Food speculation
Campaigns addressing the structural causes of poverty 
are rarely quick wins. In 2013, we marked three years of 
campaigning on food speculation. Dangerous betting on 
food prices by banks has left millions facing hunger and 
poverty, and WDM has fought long and hard for regulation 
to stop this. We have been instrumental in getting food 
speculation into the public eye and turning it into an 
issue that could not be ignored in EU negotiations. 
Tireless campaigning by WDM and our supporters 
throughout 2013 made sure that we achieved success at 
the beginning of 2014.

Targeting Barclays worked
In February, after years of pressure from eagle-masked 
WDM activists, Barclays finally announced that it was 
withdrawing from food speculation in an effort to avoid 
more damage to its reputation. This was undoubtedly down 
to WDM’s persistence in publicly shaming Barclays’ role in 
fuelling global hunger. But we discovered that Barclays 
had not halted all its food speculation activities, so we 
took action inside and outside of Barclays’ AGM in April to 
keep up the pressure. This was well covered in the press, 
and was backed up by over a thousand people writing 
to Barclays’ CEO. By spring, ten European banks had 
announced they would withdraw from speculating on food. 

Around 70 per cent of the world’s food is produced by small-scale 
farmers, yet banks and corporations are wrestling for ever tighter 
control over the global food system. In 2013 we seized our final 
chance to lobby for tough regulation to curb banks’ dangerous 
gambling on food prices. We laid the groundwork for our new 
campaign targeting the UK government’s role in pushing corporate 
agriculture on African countries, and we continued to work with our 
allies as part of the global movement for a fair food system. 

6
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Effective lobbying
We researched and produced reports and lobbying 
materials throughout the year, which were important 
tools for WDM and our allies in Europe campaigning on 
food speculation. In April we produced an interactive 
timeline for local WDM groups and activists showing the 
major stages and milestones in the complex and lengthy 
EU negotiation process. The Cardiff WDM group held a 
meeting with one of the key parliamentary negotiators 
on food speculation, welsh MEP Kay Swinburne. Local 
groups in other MEP constituencies also did some last 
minute lobbying in the autumn. Effective lobbying by WDM 
activists was integral to the success of the campaign.

In September we launched a campaign action to gain 
support for our last push on the EU negotiations. We asked 
supporters to play retro phone game Snake, to discover 
Britain’s biggest players in food speculation and put their 
name to a 10cm length of barrier tape that would be used 
at a stunt on the first day of the final negotiations. Over 
4000 people signed up and in September WDM teamed up 
with Friends of the Earth Europe, SOS Faim Belgium, Oxfam 
Germany and other European groups to put the long barrier 
tape to effective use. Five actors dressed as bankers were 
wrapped up in the tape in an eye catching performance for 
politicians as they entered the meeting, acting as a crucial 
reminder that people are saying no to food speculation. As 
the meetings continued we kept up the pressure by getting 

Highlight: Bankers Anonymous five-step recovery programme
Our food speculation campaign had a 
massive impact on decision makers 
because WDM supporters in their 
thousands heaped public pressure on the 
UK government and brought the issue into 
the public eye. We launched our spoof 
recovery programme Bankers Anonymous 
in February, offering supporters a five 
step programme for bankers to overcome 
their addiction to gambling on food prices. 
Here’s what happened throughout 2013:

Step 1: Over 2000 supporters took action 
online and offline by writing to their MPs 
to demand they ask the Chancellor to back 
new rules to regulate food speculation.

Step 2: Nearly 800 people then took 
the second step in the programme and 

helped make a bigger impact by asking 
their friends and family to join Bankers 
Anonymous too. 

Step 3: 850 supporters and local 
groups wrote to their local press on 
food speculation. The letters took the 
campaign to new audiences and ensured 
that MPs and MEPs felt the pressure from 
their constituents. 

Step 4: Over 2000 people wrote to Treasury 
minister Greg Clark to demand that the UK 
government stops trying to water down an 
EU agreement to curb food speculation. 

Step 5: In the final step towards recovery, 
nearly 150 supporters pledged to take the 
campaign to their local communities.

BANK€R$
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Security and Nutrition programme. The innocent sounding 
name masks the true intentions of the scheme: pushing 
corporate controlled agriculture on African countries. 
In exchange for aid money from G8 governments and 
investment from corporations like Unilever, countries 
will be forced to change their seed laws, make land 
grabbing easier and open up their markets further to 
major corporations. WDM’s allies in Africa have publicly 
denounced this and other initiatives pushing for corporate 
control of African agriculture as modern day colonialism. 

In May, WDM contributed to a roundtable discussion of 
British NGOs working on the New Alliance, and in June we 
participated in a meeting in Brussels with EU allies and 
representatives from African farmer groups. Then we came 
together with the UK food sovereignty movement, which 
includes campaigners, food growers and people involved 
in community food schemes, to build a pop-up garden 
outside Unilever’s headquarters in London, where the 
prime minister was hosting a hunger summit to promote 
the New Alliance. We were involved in other similar actions 
around the UK on the day. Later in the year WDM attended 
a strategy meeting of the Alliance for Food Sovereignty in 
Africa in Ethiopia to strengthen our links to activists and 
farmers’ groups fighting corporate agriculture in Africa. 

We won!
Thanks to the 
commitment and energy 
of our supporters and 
activists, we finally 
won a victory on 
food speculation in 
January 2014. After 
long and drawn out 
negotiations at the EU 
level, we saw historic 
progress when an 
agreement was reached 
to introduce regulation 
to prevent banks and 
hedge funds driving 
up food prices. In line 
with our demands, 
new controls will curb 
financial betting on food 
contracts and increase 
the transparency of 
deals. This win was 
only possible because 
of WDM’s campaigning 
alongside allies in 
Europe with the backing 
of our supporters and 
activists.

thousands of supporters to tweet MEPs in an organised 
‘Twitter storm’, many of whom responded, making it clear 
we’d made them listen.

A fair food system
WDM is part of a huge and vital movement originating 
from the global south, calling for food sovereignty. This is 
a vision that puts food producers and consumers, rather 
than corporate greed, at the heart of the food system. In 
2013 we continued to be a key organiser in the UK food 
sovereignty movement and strengthen our place globally. 
WDM was invited to the international conference of the 
international peasant movement La Via Campesina in June, 
which was a privilege and an excellent opportunity to 
strengthen our alliances with the global south and make 
new contacts. In September we launched a briefing and the 
‘Whose food? Our food!’ film pack, helping groups set up 
events to engage audiences in alternatives to a corporate 
controlled food system. 

New campaign: fighting the corporate 
takeover of African agriculture
Our new campaign for food justice launched in early 2014, 
meaning that 2013 was an important year for building key 
alliances and carrying out research. The new campaign 
will tackle the corporate takeover of Africa’s food system. 
2012 saw the launch of the G8’s New Alliance for Food 
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Demanding  
energy justice

Carbon Capital: new campaign fighting UK 
financing of dirty energy
After months of research and planning, we launched our 
Carbon Capital campaign in March to expose the UK’s role 
in energy injustice. The UK financial sector is investing 
billions of pounds every year in fossil fuel extraction 
around the world. While government officials pay lip 
service to cutting carbon emissions, behind closed doors 
they cosy up to the biggest players in the fossil fuel 
industry. We used a diversity of campaign tools and tactics 
to launch with a bang.

 ■ We organised a stunt outside Black Rock for the launch, 
with activists dressed as waiters offering passers-by 
glasses of oily ‘champagne’ to highlight the reality 
behind their investments. Later in the year, we took 
our Carbon Bubbles stunt to the AGMs of HSBC and 
the London Stock Exchange, which were excellent 
opportunities to engage shareholders and also helped us 
get media coverage. 

 ■ Our hugely popular Web of Power infographic exposed 
the fact that a staggering one third of government 
ministers have links with either the fossil fuel industry 
or the finance sector. Thousands of people explored and 
shared the infographic, spreading the terrible truth of 
how the government’s links with dirty energy companies 
and the finance sector leads to a failure to act on 
climate change.

UK banks pour billions into dirty energy to grow their profits, leaving 
millions suffering from the damaging effects of fossil fuel extraction 
on their doorsteps. Meanwhile, unequal access to even the most basic 
energy remains a reality for billions. In early 2013 we launched a 
new campaign to expose how the UK financial sector is bankrolling 
dirty energy with the complicity of the British government. We also 
built new links with communities in the global south experiencing 
the devastation caused by dirty energy extraction.
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 ■ At the same time we also published a detailed briefing 
presenting these links, which was covered in a Guardian 
exclusive.

 ■ In the first few months of the campaign, 2000 
supporters wrote to business secretary (and former chief 
economist at Shell) Vince Cable to demand legislation 
forcing banks and other investors to disclose the 
full carbon footprint of their financial investments. 
We handed these in to the Department of Business, 
Innovation and Skills in August. We will continue to 
make the case for transparency on this issue.

 ■ Our Carbon Capital booklet, which presents the 
complexity of fossil fuel financing using simple stories 
and infographics has been a really popular resource with 
students, allies and supporters wanting to develop an 
in-depth understanding of the murky world of how fossil 
fuel financing works. It has been an excellent tool for 
engaging people beyond WDM.

Standing with allies to resist mining
By making links between allies in the UK and around 
the world, we’ve made our collective voice of resistance 
stronger. The Cerrejón coal mine in Colombia is devastating 
the lives of local people, whilst doing nothing to address 
energy inequality. We campaigned in solidarity with those 
resisting the mine throughout 2013. 

In March, activist Tatiana Roa Avendaño visited the UK 
and, while she was here, produced a video calling on 
people to attend a protest outside the AGM of Anglo 
American, one of the multinational mining giants involved 
in Cerrejón. She also met with journalist John Vidal, 
helping to get him to cover the case of the Cerrejón 
coal mine. In April, WDM joined with the London Mining 
Network (LMN) in organising an evening of storytelling 
about the extractives industry, called Stories of 
Resistance. Activist Julio Gomez from Colombia and other 
community representatives told an audience of over a 
hundred people about the devastation caused by mining. 

WDM activists also joined the protest at Anglo American’s 
AGM to draw attention to their abuses and show solidarity 
with communities on the front line of the struggle against 
corporate mining. We also produced a briefing on Cerrejón 
and held solidarity actions in August against the latest 
eviction related to the mine. 

Part of a global campaign for climate justice 
In October, WDM joined with movements around the world 
as part of the Global Campaign to Demand Climate Justice 
for a month of action on dirty energy called Reclaim the 
Power. WDM and 17 of our local groups donned hardhats 
and set up extraction sites outside high street banks, 
to bring the destruction caused by fossil fuels back to 
the banks that are financing it. We also held a speaker 
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tour with community representatives from Indonesia and 
Colombia who came to the UK to speak about how they are 
resisting coal mines financed by UK banks. 

Piling the pressure on HSBC
Since HSBC has been a very naughty bank, we thought it 
deserved to get lots of coal from Santa at Christmas. We 
invited supporters to add a lump of coal to our coal pile that 
we would deliver to HSBC to tell them we wanted them to 
stop investing our money into fossil fuels. In December a 
squad of singing Santas visited flagship HSBC branches in 
London, attempting to deliver our big pile of coal. We got the 
message across to HSBC, as the story got us into the papers 
and spread our message to a wide audience. We couldn’t have 
shamed HSBC without all of the supporters and local group 
members that added their names and joined us on the day.

Taking it to the next level in 2014
In the autumn we hosted a roundtable, bringing together 
25 experts to help us explore policy options for regulating 
fossil fuel finance. We have also begun researching positive 
alternatives for energy which do not depend on causing 
devastation in the global south. In 2014 we will be 
demanding that UK banks pull out of coal, and calling on 
the government to regulate UK financing of dirty energy. 
We’ll also be working with allies around the world to 
campaign for positive energy solutions which give energy 
access to the 1.3 billion people who currently lack it.

Highlight: Solidarity with Indonesians fighting coal
Forging links
In June, WDM staff travelled to Indonesia 
to visit communities affected by 
coal mines financed by British banks 
and pension funds. During the trip, 
we witnessed disturbing evidence of 
indigenous communities being evicted 
from their land by coal mining companies 
and saw first-hand how mining is leading 
to the destruction of the ancient 
rainforests on which these communities 
depend. We forged links with Indonesian 
activists and joined local protesters 
whose homes had been submerged 
in mud after a gas drilling company 
with financial backing from UK banks 
caused an artificial mud volcano that 
engulfed 12 villages. It was an important 
opportunity to develop plans for joint 
campaigning with the Indonesian 
anti-mining network JATAM. 

Telling the story
In September we released a video 
produced with partner SourcedTV, which 
was an engaging way of communicating 
the story of UK funded coal in Indonesia. 
It was accompanied by an interactive web 
documentary, which combined photos, 
maps, videos and in-depth research, 
allowing viewers to guide themselves 
through the information and take action. 
We also produced a detailed report, 
which revealed that UK banks are the 
world’s biggest lenders to the Indonesian 
coal industry. The report made us an 
authoritative voice on the issue, leading 
to an invitation from the global network 
BankTrack to write a chapter for their 
latest report, Banking on Coal. Our links 
with JATAM were strengthened when 
Hendrik Siregar, their coordinator, visited 
the UK to speak to audiences here about 
his experiences in Indonesia.



Campaigning  
in Scotland

Scotland v Poverty
Early in the year, WDM visited Inverness to take part in an 
event demonstrating the importance of the contribution of 
Scotland’s international development organisations to the 
lives of some of the poorest communities around the world. 
An exhibition at the venue featured displays from members 
of the Network of International Development Organisations 
in Scotland (NIDOS) showing inspiring stories of the 
network’s achievements. We exhibited the story of Holly 
Rakotondralambo, a human rights activist from Madagascar 
with whom we campaigned in solidarity against tar 
sands in 2010. We showed the film Growing Change to an 
audience of 50 and joined a panel alongside local food 
producer Jo Hunt, Gillian Wilson from NIDOS and John 
Finnie MSP to discuss the links between global hunger, 
international development and the local food movement in 
Scotland. Within the context of the approaching Scottish 
independence referendum, WDM was able to use this event 
to highlight the importance of solidarity with the global 
south as an essential part of any Scottish international 
development agenda.

Shocking figures hit home 
The Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS) has already been a big 
WDM target for its appalling role in bankrolling tar sands 
planned for Madagascar, and the destructive Cerrejón 
coal mine in Colombia. During the summer, WDM Scotland 

Our office in Edinburgh makes sure that our campaigns are strong 
and relevant in Scotland, and that our local groups and supporters 
in the country are well supported and informed about our work. In 
2013, WDM Scotland made vital contributions to the Carbon Capital 
campaign, and led on campaigning to oppose financialisation of 
nature. WDM Scotland also did crucial work in maintaining a strong, 
grassroots network in the country.

12
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released the shocking results of months of research into 
the role of RBS in financing climate change. The report 
revealed the true extent of RBS’s carbon emissions. 
Rather than the modest figure reported by the bank, 
we demonstrated that factoring in carbon emissions 
embedded in RBS’s financing of fossil fuel companies 
exposed the bank’s greenhouse gas emissions to be as 
much as 18 times those for the whole of Scotland. 

No price on nature
Big business, financial institutions, national governments 
and the United Nations converged on Edinburgh in 
November for the first World Forum on Natural Capital. The 
meeting represented a worrying step towards putting a 
price on nature and privatising the global commons. WDM 
activists dressed as dodgy salespeople set up shop outside 
the conference for their very own Great Nature Sale. They 
offered great deals on Scottish nature, special offers on 
biodiversity offsetting and the promise of big profits for 
trading a bit of nature on the financial markets. We also 
put Ben Nevis and Loch Ness on eBay.

Our spoof sell off brought home the huge threat to people 
and the environment of putting a price on nature. WDM 
joined forces with allies across Europe to help organise a 
counter-summit: the Forum on Global Commons. Around 
140 people attended to hear Camila Moreno, environmental 
activist from Brazil, and speakers from WDM, Carbon 

Highlight: Scandalous Edinburgh PLC
Our new climate campaign has a keen 
focus on London, the UK’s ‘carbon capital’. 
But London isn’t the only city in the UK 
financing climate change. In September 
and October, WDM Scotland brought the 
campaign to life in Edinburgh, organising 
seven walking tours to expose the dirty 
energy secrets beneath the squeaky clean 
facade of the city’s financial district. 
Guides led groups past banks, insurance 
companies and hedge funds implicated 
in financing the fossil fuel industry and 
combined theatre and humour to produce 
a truly interactive and entertaining event. 
It was an excellent way to raise awareness 
and encourage participation, with over 

110 people of all ages taking part. We 
also got great coverage in the local press, 
which latched on to our tongue-in-cheek 
take on the issue.

Participants said:

“Getting the group involved in 
hands-on activities made you think 
that bit deeper, rather than being 
lectured to. Thumbs up!”

“Learnt so much! It was fun and 
informative in equal measures”

“It has inspired me to do my own 
research and find out more”



Trade Watch, and the Open University. We got a lot of 
media interest and started the process of changing minds, 
opening up the debate and building resistance to the 
financialisation of nature.

Grassroots in Scotland
Our Scottish WDM gathering in Paisley in April was a great 
opportunity for activists to network, get to grips with 
the new Carbon Capital campaign and brainstorm creative 
campaigning ideas for the year ahead. In September and 
October we joined our allies in Scotland to participate in 
the Take One Action Film Festival and Edinburgh World 
Justice Festival. Other events that we participated in 
throughout the year included a food sovereignty debate at 
the European Parliament office in Edinburgh, a workshop 
on global finance, and an activist skill-share in Glasgow. 
These events were important opportunities for us to 
work with our allies in Scotland and continue to grow the 
grassroots movement.

Global Connect 
comes to a close
In August, WDM 
Scotland’s community 
education programme 
Global Connect ended 
after ten years of 
successful outreach 
activity. Global 
Connect worked 
with disadvantaged 
communities in Scotland 
to explore links between 
their own struggles and 
those of communities 
around the world, and 
building skills for 
positive action. In 
its final year, Global 
Connect produced 
a resource pack for 
educators and activists 
to lead workshops on 
global justice issues, 
available at  
wdm.org.uk/global-
connect. 

The programme may have 
ended, but everyone 
who participated over 
the years is now well 
equipped to continue 
taking action for peace 
and justice in their 
communities.

14
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Beyond our  
major campaigns

Solidarity with campaigners opposing the 
Phulbari coal mine
WDM has campaigned in solidarity with Bangladeshi 
activists over several years to oppose plans by British 
company GCM Resources to build an open-pit coal mine 
in Phulbari in north-west Bangladesh. The intended 
destruction of 12,000 acres of fertile farmland and the 
displacement of up to 220,000 people is a clear injustice 
which we continued to fight throughout 2013. Early in the 
year, GCM’s CEO was prevented from visiting the area by 
protests. Several GCM directors subsequently resigned and 
shareholders were shaken up. 

In June, GCM felt the pressure when the UK representative 
for the OECD accepted an official complaint submitted by 
WDM and the International Accountability Project in the 
US, concerning severe human rights violations. A decision 
on the complaint will be made in 2014. Whatever the 
outcome, we have brought the injustice of the planned 
coal mine to public attention and we will continue to 
stand in solidarity with campaigners in Phulbari. In 
December we joined Bangladeshi diaspora groups to hold a 
protest outside GCM’s AGM in London. 

While most of our resources were directed towards our food 
speculation and climate and energy campaigns, we made time for 
some other important activities. We continued to campaign in 
solidarity with activists opposing a planned coal mine in Phulbari, 
attended the World Social Forum in Tunis, began work for a new 
campaign on trade, and started the process of relaunching WDM. 
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World Social Forum
Building and nurturing our relationships with allies in the 
global south is critical for our legitimacy. In March, WDM 
staff travelled to Tunis for the World Social Forum (WSF). 
The WSF has taken place every two years for over a decade 
in countries across the global south. It is a space for 
progressive movements to be shaped and developed, and 
in 2013 it attracted 50,000 or so participants. WDM took 
part in a special session tackling the interconnectedness 
of issues like food sovereignty, water justice, biofuels, 
GM crops and global climate campaigning in the face 
of inaction at the UN talks. We also helped organise an 
assembly for a new campaign called Demand Climate 
Justice. The event was an important opportunity to 
meet activists from around the world, forge global links 
and participate in a truly global movement. We took the 
opportunity to make a short film featuring WDM allies, 
which is available at wdm.org.uk/making-another-world.

Launching our new trade campaign
2014 will be an important year to campaign for trade 
justice. In 2013 we laid the foundations for a new trade 
campaign to be launched in the following year. In December 
WDM director Nick Dearden attended the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) summit in Bali where the first WTO deal 
in 20 years was being negotiated. We joined activists from 
social movements, trade unions and campaign groups from 

around the world to protest about the WTO. The deal that 
was agreed is a free trade doctrine that ignores the rights 
and needs of the world’s poor. Our focus in 2014 is towards 
a raft of trade agreements, including the Transatlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP), which together 
would represent the biggest shift of power from people to 
corporations in a decade. 

Renewing WDM
We’re proud of our 40 year history of campaigning on 
complex and difficult issues. Together with our supporters 
we have succeeded in getting global justice onto the 
public agenda and changing policy for a fairer world. 
Our council now believes that if we’re going to keep 
progressing in our fight for a fairer world, now is the time 
to make some changes. The political climate has changed 
a great deal since WDM began in 1970. So towards the 
end of 2013 we began the process of relaunching the 
organisation with a new name, and a strategy for fighting 
corporate power and global poverty in a post-financial 
crisis world. We want to get this right, and ensure our 
members are involved, so we won’t be announcing anything 
until the end of 2014 – but we’ll be sure to keep all of our 
supporters updated throughout.

Since Tunis is also 
conveniently the 
location of the African 
Development Bank, we 
used our visit to the 
World Social Forum 
as an opportunity to 
join WDM ally Jubilee 
Debt Campaign (JDC) 
in personally handing 
in postcards signed by 
thousands of WDM and 
JDC supporters. These 
were addressed to the 
president of the bank, 
calling on him to support 
a democratic audit of 
Zimbabwe’s unjust debts.

Taking action 
with Jubilee Debt 
Campaign
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Grassroots strength: 
activism at the core 
of our campaigns

Local groups in action
Local WDM groups are central to our efforts to get our campaigns out to the general 
public. With creativity and enthusiasm group members take to the streets, fairs, festivals 
and events in their local areas to engage people, make a noise about our campaigns and 
get into the local media. From stalls to film nights, and public meetings to innovative 
actions, local groups make sure WDM’s campaigns are strong at the grassroots. Here are 
just some of the ways that local groups strengthened WDM’s campaigns in 2013: 

Activism is at the heart of WDM’s campaigns and we worked hard in 
2013 to continue growing our grassroots strength. Our local groups 
are vital in increasing public pressure and ensuring the success of 
our campaigns. Our local groups campaigned tirelessly during the 
year and were instrumental in our food speculation campaign win. 
WDM organised events to increase the reach of our campaigns and 
engage supporters with the struggles of our southern allies. We 
also continued to build alliances with groups and activists across 
the global south.

Groups used creative stunts to engage people with 
the climate campaign
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A member of South Lakeland WDM and South 
Lakes Action on Climate Change helped produce 
impressive research on fracking, which we turned 
into an infographic

Our food speculation campaign win would not have 
been possible without our local groups

“Your support 
along with that 
of the wider 
NGO community 
was invaluable 
in driving this 
legislation 
through”
David Martin MEP 
commenting on Glasgow 
WDM’s impact on the 
food speculation success

“I’m proud of 
having been a 
small part of 
the movement 
to push the 
issue of 
rampant food 
speculation 
into the public 
consciousness 
and from there,  
to becoming 
EU-wide law”
Stephanie Lam from 
Brighton and Hove WDM
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Lobbying MPs and MEPs is a key way for groups to 
put the pressure on locally

Local WDM groups are well placed to engage their 
communities in our campaigns

Remembering 
inspiring activists
In 2013 we lost several 
supporters and activists 
who will be greatly 
missed by all at WDM. 
We pay tribute to all 
of them, including 
three members whose 
incredible commitment 
is remembered by their 
local groups. 

Sarah Berger was an 
integral member of 
Brighton and Hove WDM 
for many years, leading 
and participating in 
their local campaigns 
with huge energy and 
commitment. 

John Moore applied 
humour and dedication 
to lobbying and 
protesting for many 
years as a member of 
Leicester WDM. 

Former council member 
and committed 
Edinburgh WDM 
activist John Blair-Fish 
dedicated many years to 
campaigning for global 
justice. 
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Sharing knowledge and skills is a valuable way to 
strengthen the movement

Supporting local 
activism
Local WDM groups 
and the activism team 
organised skillshare 
events in Brighton and 
Liverpool. Activists 
from WDM and other 
groups came together to 
take part in workshops 
exploring video skills, 
street theatre, lobbying, 
knowing your rights as 
an activist and more. 

In the autumn WDM 
employed a regional 
organiser based in 
Bradford who is well 
placed to support local 
groups in Northern 
England. 

Our 50 local groups 
achieve so much that it 
is always exciting when 
a new group is born. 
In 2013 we welcomed 
Calderdale WDM into 
the fold.

Our grassroots network 
is not only limited to our 
local groups. In 2013 
we supported other 
campaigning groups to 
run our campaigns.

Growing WDM at our events
We organised our annual conference to coincide with the 
first meeting of the G8 countries in the UK since 2005, 
to counter the received wisdom of the free trade and 
austerity agenda of the G8. The event in June in Leeds 
was an opportunity for several hundred activists from the 
UK and around the world to meet and explore what an 
alternative global economy should look like. Attendees 
were inspired by our excellent speakers: Raj Patel, 
bestselling author and food sovereignty advocate, Dorothy 
Guerrero, climate justice campaigner from Focus on the 
Global South, and Luís Bernardo, economic justice activist 
from Attac Portugal. People also got involved in workshops 
to share and learn skills for creative and digital activism. 

Raj Patel said about WDM: “It was evident even from a 
short stay that you’re doing some terrific work, and it’s 
great to be associated with you.”

In October, we welcomed two excellent speakers to the 
UK to be part of our Carbon Capital speaker tour: Hendrik 
Siregar, co-ordinator of the JATAM mining advocacy 
network in Indonesia, and Yasmin Romero Epiayu, member 
of Fuerza de Mujeres Wayúu, an indigenous women’s group 
based in the region of the Cerrejón mine. A total of more 
than 300 people attended the eight events held across 
England and heard stories of appalling destruction and 
inspiring resistance.
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Alliances in the UK and beyond
WDM is part of 6 Billion Ways, a coalition of campaigners 
building a movement for progressive change. In January 
we participated in organising a film night on the second 
anniversary of the Egyptian revolution, for an audience of 
around 200.

Attac is a global network campaigning on many of the 
same issues of global inequality and corporate power as 
WDM. In January and June, WDM attended Attac European 
network meetings and worked closely with some of the 
Attac chapters on food speculation. We hope that some 
of our group members will attend the Attac summer 
university in Paris in August 2014.

In March, WDM joined other organisations campaigning 
for economic justice to host an activist conference 
in London called Austerity is Working…For the 1%. 
The conference brought together around 200 people 
to explore how austerity across Europe today reflects 
economic injustices that activists in the global south 
have been fighting for decades. 

WDM is part of the Economic Justice Project, an 
educational space aiming to break down some of the 
confusion and complexity around economics to strengthen 
economic justice campaigning. We were involved in various 
activities last year, including The Spark, a weeklong event 
involving workshops, training and discussions.

Highlight: Strengthening our democracy
WDM is a movement of people who want 
to challenge the root causes of global 
poverty and injustice. Our democratic 
structure gives us legitimacy and a strong 
campaigning voice. Our members are a 
vital part of that democracy, voting in our 
AGMs and council elections, and having a 
say in the future of WDM.

WDM is both a charity, WDM Trust, and a 
company, WDM Ltd. We made important 
changes to membership in 2013. Now 
those who donate £2 per month or the 
equivalent to the charitable arm of 
WDM are granted membership of WDM 
Ltd. This opens up WDM’s democracy to 

even more supporters while enabling 
us to claim Gift Aid on more donations. 
We wrote to our supporters about the 
changes to membership in August and 
gained 2000 new members as a result, 
meaning our democracy is strengthened 
into the future.

This year’s AGM was held in the morning 
of our Not the G8 conference in June. 
Over a hundred members attended and 
had their say on matters including 
membership, funding and the direction of 
our campaigns.



In the media

Getting into the media is essential to the success of our campaigns. 
2013 was a great year for getting WDM into the public eye, with 
coverage in the mainstream national media, as well as international 
outlets, and exciting pickup by local UK press thanks to the actions 
of hundreds of WDM supporters. 

Food campaign in the press
Food prices continued to be a big issue in the media, 
and WDM remained the go-to organisation for journalists 
wanting comments and interviews on food speculation. 
A piece in the Independent in January on Goldman 
Sachs’ role in food speculation generated wide interest, 
and our protests at Barclays’ AGM in April were a big 
hit with journalists. Our release of the top five banks’ 
2012 revenues from food speculation led to several radio 
interviews and other reporting. 

Climate campaign coverage
We launched the new Carbon Capital campaign in March 
with the release of our Web of Power report, which 
got a big piece in the Guardian on government links 
to the fossil fuel industry. Our work with communities 
and allies in the global south, especially at Cerrejón in 
Colombia and in Kalimantan in Indonesia, helped us get 
many comment pieces, blogs and letters published in 
the media. The SourcedTV video resulting from WDM’s 
visit to Indonesia was covered by an excellent Guardian 
article and many online news sites. Agence France-Press 
quoted us in a piece that was picked up by many outlets 
worldwide, including major titles in Indonesia and other 
Southeast Asian countries, and Australia. Our stunts at 
the AGMs of Anglo-American, HSBC and the London Stock 
Exchange, and our Christmas Santa stunt at HSBC, were 
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picked up by the press, including the Evening Standard 
and the Independent. 

Making local news
In 2013 we saw an increase in coverage of WDM’s 
campaigns by local media around the UK. Local groups 
upped their game and did brilliantly at getting activities 
reported by local newspapers and radio stations, including 
getting letters on aid published at the start of the year, 
and attracting coverage for Bankers Anonymous and 
Carbon Capital stunts throughout the year. Supporters 
taking Step 3 of our Bankers Anonymous programme, and 
taking action as part of our Carbon Capital campaign, 
were really successful in getting WDM’s campaigns into 
local papers. In total local WDM groups and supporters 
got more than 120 letters published in local newspapers, 
extending the reach of our campaigns to new audiences 
and increasing public pressure on local politicians. 

Getting heard on other issues
WDM’s criticism of the World Forum on Natural Capital in 
Edinburgh in November was widely covered in mainstream 
and alternative media, since we were the only UK group 
campaigning on the issue. We were also one of only a 
few UK campaigning groups with a representative at the 
WTO talks in December, meaning that our views were well 
reported in the media in the UK and worldwide. 
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Innovation in online campaigning
In November, WDM became the second campaigning 
organisation in the UK to produce an interactive online 
documentary, or ‘webdoc’. The webdoc explores the 
links between UK banks and the damage caused by coal 
mining in Indonesia. It combines photographs, videos, 
maps and information, which over 3000 people have 
navigated through to explore the issue, and incorporates 
a campaign action, taken by hundreds of people. In 2014,  
it made the long list for a category in the One World 
Media Awards. The webdoc was accompanied by a widely-
viewed video on mining in Indonesia. WDM is pioneering 
new engaging storytelling tools online, increasing 
support for our work and making stories from the global 
south come alive to UK audiences. 

Harnessing social media
2013 saw us significantly grow our presence on social 
media. We now have more than 20,000 followers on Twitter 
and 13,000 likes on Facebook. This means we are better 
positioned to spread the word about our campaigns to an 
online audience. We have produced viral content, including 
our Web of Power infographic, which was seen by more 
than 117,000 people on Facebook alone. Social media 
activity increased visits to our website, subscribers to our 
email list and people taking action.

Supporters taking action online
Our email list grew massively in 2013 to over 32,000 people. 
This helped us grow online campaigning so that nearly 
40,000 online actions were taken throughout the year. The 
most popular was the HSBC coal pile action towards the 
end of the year, which was taken by nearly 7000 people. 
As well as increasing the number of actions taken online, 
we explored creative ways of making our actions attractive 
and engaging. Our Bankers Anonymous five step programme 
took people on a journey exploring different ways of taking 
action, from emailing their MPs to joining a local group. 
The final step was successful in recruiting new local group 
members, demonstrating how online action can be linked 
to activism offline. Our snake game action for the food 
speculation campaign was also very popular, and a novel 
way to engage people with the issue and encourage action. 

Campaigning online

In an increasingly 
digital world, the 
importance of the 
internet to WDM’s 
work continues to 
grow. In 2013 we 
saw our email list 
and social media 
following expand 
significantly. More 
people than ever 
before took our 
campaign actions 
or donated online. 
We used creative 
approaches to push 
the boundaries and 
place ourselves at  
the forefront of 
online campaigning  
in the UK. 
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WDM is proud to have the 
support of around 20,000 
dedicated people who 
strengthen our campaigns 
by taking action, donating 
funds or taking part in 
their local group. The 
number of supporters 
helping us financially 
keeps on growing so that 
in 2013 we had around 
10,000 people generously 
making donations to 
ensure we can fight for a 
fairer world. This included 
6450 supporters giving a 
regular gift, which really 
helps us plan for the 
future. Our supporters are 
the foundation of WDM, 
giving us legitimacy, 
independence and a strong 
campaigning voice. Here 
are some of the highlights 
of how our supporters 
helped in 2013:

Thank you to our supporters

A special  
thank you
We would like to give 
special thanks to those 
supporters who have 
chosen to leave a gift 
in their Will to WDM. 
In 2013, 69 supporters 
told us they have left 
a gift in their Will 
to WDM, and many 
more told us that they 
hope to do so in the 
future. We also wish to 
express our gratitude 
for gifts left to WDM by 
supporters who sadly 
passed away. In 2013 
we received 18 legacy 
gifts from generous 
supporters, which 
contributed a crucial 
£400,000 to our work. 
This special type of 
gift is a very important 
way of securing the 
future of WDM and 
strengthening the 
movement for global 
justice in the long term. 

We had a fantastic 
response to our appeals, 
raising almost  
£130,000  
for our 
campaigns

10 supporters took part 
in our sponsored events, 
including cycling and 
trekking 
challenges, 
raising 
over 
£3,000

Our comedy 
night Joking 
for Justice 
attracted a large 
audience who came 
to see top British 
comedians perform 
in support of WDM, 
raising over £2,800

To find out more about 
the different ways you 
can support WDM,  
please email  
wdm@wdm.org.uk,  
call 020 7820 4900  
or visit  
www.wdm.org.uk/
support-us. 

Supporters took 
40,000 online actions, 
including writing to 
MPs, sending letters to 
local newspapers and 
tweeting  
decision  
makers

Our membership 
numbers went up to 
nearly 6,800 – members 
can vote in our AGMs 
and council 
elections, and 
have a say in 
the future 
of WDM

Over 1,200 people took 
our supporter survey, 
sharing their views and 
contributing to an ever 
better WDM

Over 8,000 subscribers 
to our magazine Action 
kept up to date with 
the latest on 
our campaigns 
and stories 
of resistance 
from around 
the world

185 supporters 
switched their 
energy supply to 
WDM partner 
Ecotricity, 
generating 
over £4000 in 
donations from 
Ecotricity

WOW!
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76% 
Campaigns (restricted and unrestricted)  
£1,355,364

21% 
Fundraising and communications  
£379,038

3%

Financial reports

42% 
Individual donations 
£787,502

Total 
£1,846,495

Total 
£1,780,671

22% 
Legacies 
£419,314

3%

Faith based organisations 
£47,960

Governance 
£46,269

2% Other incomes 
£29,357

Grants from charities (unrestricted) 
£48,725

3% 28% 
Grants (restricted)  
£513,637

Where our money came from…

And how we spent it…

For further information go to www.wdm.org.uk/annual-review or call 020 7820 4900
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Overview and acknowledgements

The World Development Movement has offices in London and Edinburgh, 
and a staff member based in Bradford. At the end of 2013, WDM had 35 
members of staff (26 FTE): 31 permanent (23.2 FTE) and 4 temporary (2.8 
FTE). Over the year, 14 volunteers generously gave their time and skills 
to help in WDM’s offices. In 2013 we stopped unpaid internships, and 
introduced our first full-time paid internship. We also have a network of 50 
local groups who give their time to campaign for WDM.

In 2013 the World Development Movement worked in coalition with the 
following organisations: International Accountability Project, London Mining 
Network, OECD Watch, Phulbari Solidarity Campaign, Amnesty International, 
Rights & Accountability in Development, Accountability Counsel, Alliance 
for Food Sovereignty in Africa, Better Markets, Centre for Research on 
Multinational Corporations (SOMO), Corporate Europe Observatory, Finance 
Watch, Friends of the Earth Europe, Fairfin Belgium, Foodwatch, La Via 
Campesina, New Economics Foundation, Oxfam International, Oxfam UK, 
SOS Faim Belgium, UK Food Group, UK Food Sovereignty Movement, War on 
Want, World Economy Ecology and Development, London Mining Network, 
Greenpeace, Friends of the Earth International, Jubilee South Asia Pacific, 
FECODEMIGUA, Down to Earth, JATAM, People and Planet, Institute of Policy 
Studies, Colombia Solidarity Campaign, Jubilee Debt Campaign, Platform, 
Share Action, Earthlife South Africa, Carbon Tracker, 350.org, Profundo, 
Rainforest Action Network, ACTSA, Banktrack, Urgewald, Fuerza de Mujeres 
Wayuu, Trade Justice Movement, Communities Empowerment Network, Attac, 
Re:Common, Carbon Trade Watch, Counter Balance, Stop Climate Chaos 
Scotland, Friends of the Earth Scotland, Scottish Catholic International Aid 
Fund (SCIAF), Christian Aid Scotland, Network of International Development 
Organisations in Scotland, Jubilee Scotland, People & Planet, Take One 
Action, Nourish, Oxfam Scotland.

We receive funds through both World Development Movement Ltd (registered 
company no. 2098198) and World Development Movement Trust (registered 
charity no. 1064066). We are able to claim Gift Aid on individual donations 
given to the WDM Trust. In 2013 WDM gratefully received thousands of 
donations from its members, individual donors, charitable trusts and 
foundations, churches and faith groups. A number of individuals also chose 
to leave a lasting gift in their Will, which is a great honour. 

Although WDM is not a faith based organisation, we greatly appreciate the 
continued support received in 2013 from faith group supporters. We would 
like to thank Methodist Relief and Development Fund (MRDF), United 
Reformed Church (URC) Commitment for Life programme, Christian Aid and 
several dioceses, churches and religious societies of friends groups.

We are also grateful for generous support received from charitable trusts 
and foundations in 2013, including Educational & General Scientific 
Charitable Trust, JA Charitable Trust, Joffe Charitable Trust, Jusaca 
Trust, Open Gate Trust, Twitten Charitable Trust, Anber Fund, The Bates 
Charitable Trust, Sycamore Trust and Isvara Foundation. 

2013 was our final year working with and receiving support from the 
Scottish Executive and its Global Connect community outreach programme.

We would like to thank our affinity partners Triodos, Ecotricity, 
Greensource Solutions and Investing Ethically for their continued support. 

Finally we would like to acknowledge the hard work and fantastic 
commitment of the volunteers and interns who worked at WDM at various 
times in 2013. 

Thank you!
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