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 letter from the activism team 

Food
• WDM is launching a new report which reveals that the UK government is backing the New Alliance with 

£600m of aid money for a scheme that benefits corporations.
• 17 April is the International Day of Peasant Struggle. The Landworkers’ Alliance (UK member of La Via 

Campesina) is organising a protest on the day outside the Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (DEFRA).

Energy and climate justice
• WDM’s policy officer Alex Scrivener gave evidence to a Business, Innovation and Skills Committee 

inquiry into the extractive sector. The committee of MPs was looking at the extractives sector’s 
economic landscape and corporate governance of UK-listed extractive companies.

• A new international coal network has been launched, with coordinators in South Africa and Australia. It 
is made up of regional networks around the world campaigning against dirty energy.

 news bites 

Dear friend,

This month we are excited to be launching our new food campaign to stop the UK government enabling 
multinational companies to take control of Africa’s food system. Public launch events are taking place in 
London, Birmingham and Edinburgh with Janet Maro from Sustainable Agriculture Tanzania. 

Twelve groups have ordered stunt packs for the new campaign which we will be sending out this month 
along with the new action card. It’s not too late to join them if you let us know soon. Several groups have 
also organised regional teach-ins and have invited a member of staff to introduce the new campaign. We 
have produced a short leaflet with the campaign ‘in a nutshell’ which we hope will be useful for people 
preparing for stalls and events.

As it’s a busy month with the launch of the food campaign we’ve kept climate and energy actions quite light 
this month, focusing instead on activities that you can plan ahead for.

Happy campaigning!

 

 
Sarah Reader 
Groups officer
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 action checklist 

Organise a local action or event for the International Day of Peasant Struggle on 17 April.

Email or write to your MP, MEP and prospective European parliamentary candidates about the new EU-US 
trade deal asking them to oppose the deal.

at your next meeting
Plan a ‘stop bankrolling coal’ walking tour in your local area.

Discuss the new agribusiness campaign and think about actions or events you may like to plan for it.

Discuss if you would like to invite Nick to your meeting to discuss the relaunch process.

 Relaunch update 

April will see the staff-council working group 
finalise the proposal for WDM’s new name, 
which will be made to the AGM in September. 
The outcome of the online survey which went 
out towards the end of March with a shortlist 
of possible names will be put together with the 
outcome of focus groups we’ve arranged and the 
advice of a professional communications agency to 
arrive at this proposal. We did our best to ensure 
that group members all got the email survey one 
way or another, but in any case it was really just 
a way of collecting feedback on a relatively large 
scale rather than a vote.

Once the name proposal is agreed, the agency 
will start to work on the visual side of the ‘brand’ 
– not just the logo, but the whole look and feel 
of how we present ourselves. Design style is a 
notoriously difficult thing to consult on, but we 
will be having one final group consultation in this 
process, which will go out with the next issue of 
Think Global. This will be about getting feedback 
on a draft document explaining who we are as an 
organisation. When finalised this document will 
act as a basis for developing our visual and verbal 
communications as the relaunch progresses, the 
strategy of the organisation post-relaunch and 
even the structures of the organisation needed to 
achieve this. 

We’ll be giving groups the normal six weeks to get 
responses back to us, but if during that time you 
would like Nick Dearden or another member of the 
staff team to come talk to you about the relaunch 
process and the rationale for the ‘who we are’ 
document, please get in touch during April. Email 
activism@wdm.org.uk or phone the office on 020 
7820 4900.

help for groups
There’s still quite a lot of time before we relaunch 
the organisation. The AGM needs to agree the 
name change in September, and assuming it 
does, the relaunch will go ahead in January 2015. 
But rest assured that when we do relaunch, the 
activism team will be providing groups both with 
a full set of branded materials, including some 
with specific local group names on. This will form 
part of a relaunch pack, along with guidance on 
how to communicate the change of name locally 
and possible activities around the name change. 
The intention is to make it as easy as possible 
for groups to make an opportunity out of the 
relaunch, rather than a chore.
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 Campaign update: Food sovereignty 

if you could come and join us. Further information 
from dan.iles@wdm.org.uk

For other groups around the country, you 
may want to get in touch with your local food 
sovereignty groups to organise something locally. 
This is a key date to show solidarity for the world’s 
small scale food producers and highlight their 
importance in producing food sustainably for their 
local communities. 

Speaker events – 29, 30 april, 1 May
At the end of April we will have three speaker 
events to launch the new campaign in London, 
Birmingham and Edinburgh. Our speaker is Janet 
Maro from Sustainable Agriculture Tanzania - an 
umbrella organisation that acts as the leading 
centre for organic and sustainable agriculture 
in Tanzania. Janet trains small-scale farmers to 
use agroecological farming techniques to grow 
food sustainably. She will be sharing information 
about the impacts of the New Alliance and the 
agricultural growth corridors on small-scale 
farmers in Tanzania. If you are near any of these 
three locations, it would be great if you could 
come along as well as invite others.

new campaign: Stop the corporate 
takeover of african food! 
This month is the public launch of our new 
campaign. We are launching our new report which 
reveals that the UK government is backing the New 
Alliance with £600m of aid money for a scheme 
that benefits corporations. We are hoping the 
findings of our report will get national media 
coverage for the new campaign. We are also 
doing a stunt at the Department for International 
Development where we will dress up as corporate 
executives to hand them a big Africa-shaped cake 
to say thank you to the UK government for helping 
boost corporate profits and take control of African 
markets. We will film this so that we can promote 
the campaign through social media.

Our stunt pack for local groups includes all the 
resources you will need to do a similar stunt or 
stall in your local area. Please contact  
dan.iles@wdm.org.uk if you want to order the 
stunt pack. 

What you can do now
Last month we provided you with campaign 
packs which included lots of information and 
new materials to help your group understand the 
campaign. It would be great if you could start 
planning what you could do in your local area.

international Day of Peasant 
Struggle – 17 april
The Landworkers’ Alliance (UK member of La Via 
Campesina which represents over 200 million 
small-scale farmers, food producers and peasants 
across the world) will be organising a protest on 
17 April outside the Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) in London from 
12noon onwards. They will be creating a farmers 
market outside DEFRA to show that small scale 
producers can provide for their communities in 
much greater quantities if there was support from 
DEFRA. Staff from the office will be joining to 
show solidarity to the wider movement for food 
sovereignty. If you are in London, it would be great 

Janet Maro from Sustainable Agriculture Tanzania
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 Campaign update: Climate and energy justice 

‘Stop bankrolling coal’ walking tour
With this issue of Think Global we have included 
a guide to help you plan a ‘stop bankrolling coal’ 
walking tour in your local area. We don’t expect 
groups to organise a walking tour until a little 
later, to allow time for the food campaign launch, 
but thought we would send this to you now to 
allow plenty of time for planning. With next 
month’s Think Global we will also be sending ‘Stop 
bankrolling coal’ action cards and leaflets to be 
used alongside the tour. 

The walking tour guide contains information about 
high street banks that are fuelling the coal global 
coal boom. The idea is to show how all UK’s high 
street banks are addicted to financing dirty and 
destructive coal projects around the world. 

We know WDM groups like organising in different 
ways, so we have created this guide in a way that 
we hope enables you to plan this activity in a way 
that best suits your group. For example, you might 
want to do actions outside each bank, organise 
a stall, coordinate with other campaign groups 
in your area who might be interested in this, or 
simply use the information for a walk instead of 
your monthly meeting. We’ve given some ideas 
and tips, but please feel free to use your own 
creativity! It would also be great if groups can 
share what they are planning over the groups 
email list – or let us know and we can pass these 
on to other groups in the next issue of Think 
Global. 

Parliamentary hearing report back 
At the beginning of March, WDM’s policy officer 
Alex Scrivener gave evidence to the Business, 
Innovation and Skills Committee inquiry into 
the extractive sector. The committee of MPs was 
looking at the extractives sector’s economic 
landscape and corporate governance of UK listed 
extractive companies. They invited comments from 
NGOs about possible reputational risks for the UK 
and UK financial institutions in being a centre for 

such businesses. They were also keen to look at 
future “opportunities” such as shale gas. 

WDM submitted evidence alongside the London 
Mining Network (LMN), WWF and Christian Aid. 
MPs were told in no uncertain terms of the realities 
of the damage caused to communities by open 
cast mines. We listed the destruction caused by 
toxic waste, destruction of vegetation, pollution 
of water and land previously used for agriculture 
and disruption of local existing livelihoods such as 
fisheries. 

Key submissions were made around the extractive 
sectors effects on the environment, climate, the 
‘carbon bubble’ (subjecting ourselves to another 
economic crisis through over investment in fossil 
fuels) transparency of company carbon footprints 
and the human rights abuses associated with 
the forced removal of people from their land and 
homes.

Some MPs argued that mining was bringing 
employment to local people. Richard of LMN 
noted that this was rarely the case with the huge 
majority of mining being open cast creating 
relatively little employment compared to deep 
mining. The example of the Cerrejón coal mine 
was given. Cerrejón claims to be employing 200 
local indigenous people however this is out of a 
workforce of 10,000 and a local demographic of 
150,000 local indigenous people.

The committee was generally interested in looking 
after the UK’s interest. We made the tactical 
decision to make reference to the reputational 
benefits of regulating the extractive sector as 
well as the benefits to the wider world and the 
moral arguments. All four organisations made 
submissions suggesting introducing social and 
environmental criteria for listing on the London 
Stock Exchange. This was not as badly received as 
was expected and we will be looking to follow this 
up further.
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international coal campaigning 
WDM staff attended meetings in Germany and 
the US with international allies to coordinate 
campaigns against coal. These meetings were 
great opportunities to link up with the global 
struggle against coal, and share plans with others 
who are part of a growing international campaign 
tackling coal finance. 

A new international coal network has been 
launched with coordinators in South Africa 
and Australia. The latest meeting took place in 
Indonesia. Mona from the German Climate Alliance 
attended and did a report back at the meeting in 
Germany about her time. She said that the labour 
conditions are so bad in Indonesia that some 
interesting links are beginning to emerge between 
coal miners and communities resisting coal, as 
we saw in Colombia last year. This is obviously 
an important part of the struggle as we need 
to ensure there is a fair and just transition for 
people who have been employed in the coal mines. 
Mona also gave reports of some communities she 
visited on the edge of the jungle, who had been 
living there since they were forcibly displaced 

under the Suharto dictatorship, and had spent 
years setting up rice paddys to provide food for 
the communities. As the coal mining has causing 
increasing destruction of the rainforests, monkeys 
have left in search of food, and have destroyed 
entire paddy fields. These are some of the knock 
on effects of the devastation caused to the land by 
coal mining. 

The trip to Germany, which focused particularly on 
Colombian coal, was a useful opportunity to meet 
with Gloria from an organisation called PAS in 
Colombia. Gloria talked about the broader issue of 
coal mining in Colombia, as well as mines we have 
not worked on before. This included American 
owned coal mine Drummond, which has been the 
target of huge scandals over recent years. This 
mine also receives financing from UK banks such 
as HSBC and we will look at potential work we 
might be able to do on this case over the coming 
months. 

The Bexhill and Hastings WDM group lobby Greg Barker as part of the Carbon Capital campaign
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‘nurture your group’ event
On 15 March WDM held a day-long workshop in 
Leeds for groups, trading experiences and skills 
and learning from one another about effective 
ways to nurture your group. Pete Bryant who 
is on WDM’s council and a member of the the 
South Lakeland WDM group facilitated the day. 
He used creative activities to get people thinking 
about the state of their group, what has worked 
well historically and what we can do to be more 
effective. 

Youth participation 
We are keen to increase the number of younger 
people getting involved with WDM; to work 
out how to do this we recently ran a workshop 
on youth participation in the office. This was 
attended by a mixture of staff, group members 
and younger activists. We came up with lots of 
great ideas and we’ll be continuing to discuss 
how we make the aim of involving younger people 
a core part of our work. Of course this is all tied 
into WDM’s relaunch too and it is something that 
we would like to work on with group members 
at our groups conference in September. In the 
meantime, if you would like to be involved in this 
process please contact Katharine on  
katharine.talbot@wdm.org.uk

Groups’ update
bexhill and hastings WDM lobbied Greg Barker 
MP which was covered by Hastings Online Times. 

brighton and hove WDM shared a stall with Food 
Sovereignty Sussex at a Fairtrade fair.

bradford WDM and Calderdale WDM were given a 
two and a half hour slot on Bradford Community 
Broadcasting when they played songs and talked 
about the group and WDM’s campaigns. The group 
also held an action at HSBC which was covered by 
the Bradford Telegraph and Argus. Members of 
the group went inside the bank and spoke to the 
manager about WDM’s campaign.

Susanne from brighton and hove WDM did a talk 
at Cardinal Newman school to sixth form students.

Food Sovereignty Sussex (which a member of 
brighton and hove WDM helped start) co-hosted 
an event with Sussex Wildlife Trust and Sussex 
Sustainable Forum about sustainable farming. 
It was a space for small to mid-scale ecological 
growers to come together, share good practice, 
network and communicate their reality to people 
who support what they do. 

Gill from the Cardiff WDM group got a letter about 
energy prices and dirty energy published in the 
South Wales Echo.

A member of Cambridge WDM helped organise 
a large ‘Food for a Greener Future’ conference 
with Transition Cambridge and Cambridge Carbon 
Footprint. About 130 people attended and 
speakers included Dan Iles from WDM.

leicester WDM is organising an event about the 
new agribusiness campaign on Tuesday 1 July. It 
will be a joint WDM and Christians Aware event. 
A Nigerian journalist lecturer at the University 
of Lincoln who is involved with the Shepherd 
Ministry in Nigeria will be speaking. 
 

 Groups 

Susanne from Brighton and Hove WDM delivering a talk to 
sixth form students
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 Events 

The new scramble for africa? 
Come and find out how the UK government is using 
aid money to champion a corporate-led agenda 
and the harmful effects of these initiatives. 
Together we can join with African food producers 
to resist the corporate takeover of their land and 
livelihoods.

The events will feature Janet Maro from 
Tanzania who is a practitioner and advocate of 
agroecological farming techniques, which are used 
to combat deforestation, crop disease and food 
shortages. Janet will be joined by a WDM speaker 
introducing WDM’s new campaign.

birmingham
When: Tuesday 29 April, 7pm  
Where: John Peek Room, Birmingham and Midland 
Institute, Margaret Street, Birmingham, B3 3BS

london
When: Wednesday 30 April, 7pm  
Where: Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square, London 
WC1R 4RL 
Tim Lang, Professor of Food Policy at London’s City 
University will also speak at this event.

Edinburgh
When: Thursday 1 May, 7pm  
Where: City of Edinburgh Methodist Church, 25 
Nicholson Square, Edinburgh EH8 9BX

2014 Matters 
By the time you read this, we will have held four 
out of the five ‘2014 Matters’ debates looking 
at Scotland’s future and the broad themes of: 
social justice, inequality, global poverty and 
environmental sustainability. With almost 
500 people having attended so far, and more 
than a dozen politicians from all parties taking 
part, there’s clearly a lot of interest in making 
these issues part of the debate on the Scottish 
independence referendum. The last debate in the 
series, 2014 Matters: Scotland’s Place in Building a 
Just World, will be in Edinburgh on Wednesday 30 
April and speakers include Scottish government 

international development minister Humza 
Yousaf MSP and UK shadow secretary of state 
for international development Jim Murphy MP. 
For more information and booking details go to 
www.2014-matters.org

East Midlands teach-in
When: Saturday 24 May, 10.30am – 3pm 
Where: Friends Meeting House, 16 Queens Road, 
Leicester LE2 1WP

If you live in or near Leicester, join WDM groups 
from the East Midlands to learn about our new 
campaign to tackle the corporate takeover of 
African food. It’s also an opportunity to meet 
our director, Nick, and to hear more about WDM’s 
relaunch. 

 The  new   
 scramble for  
 Africa? 

The UK government and the  

corporations trying to take control 

of Africa’s food

* Janet Maro 
* Tim Lang
* Heidi Chow

7pm, Wednesday 30 April

Conway Hall, Red Lion 

Square, London WC1R 4RL 

www.wdm.org.uk/scramble

Sustainable Agriculture Tanzania

Professor of Food Policy, City University

World Development Movement
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WDM aGM and groups’ conference
When: Saturday 13 September 
Where: Nottingham Friends Meeting House, 25 
Clarendon Street, Nottingham, NG1 5JD 
 
At this year’s AGM we will be discussing the 
name change proposal brought by WDM’s 
council. The relaunch process has never been 
just about the name, but about the type 
of organisation we want to be and how we 
respond to the post-financial crisis world. The 
conference will be an opportunity for groups to 
discuss and shape the future of WDM activism. 
There will be a range of skills workshops plus a 
keynote speaker who will be confirmed nearer 
the time.

If you would like to propose a session for the 
groups’ conference, contact  
activism@wdm.org.uk

Everyone is welcome to this free event but please 
register your interest by emailing  
groups@wdm.org.uk

European election hustings
A few WDM groups are organising hustings events 
ahead of the MEP elections in May. 

nottingham: 
When: Saturday 26 April, 2-4pm (tea and coffee 
available from 1.40pm) 
Where: Friends Meeting House, 25 Clarendon 
Street, Nottingham, NG1 5JD 
Jointly organised by Save Sherwood Forest, 
Nottingham Friends of the Earth and Nottingham 
WDM. 

Find out more from:  
groups.wdm.org.uk/nottingham

attac summer university  
When: 19-23 August
Where: Paris 
Attac, the global network which campaigns 
against the power of finance and corporate 
globalisation, is holding a ‘European summer 
university’ in Paris in August. With most sessions 
either in English or with English translation 
available, this will be a great opportunity for 
members of WDM’s network to learn about a great 
range of issues and meet people campaigning on 
them across Europe. There will also be speakers 
from the global south there, including from 
Attac’s African and South American chapters. 
Attac will be organising cultural events too.

In order to make it more affordable for group 
members who want to go, we are offering to 
pay accommodation and entrance costs. More 
information is included as an insert with this 
issue of Think Global.

The website is www.esu2014.org/en



 Current materials 

new food campaign materials
• REPORT: Carving up a continent
• BRIEFING: A new wave of colonialism
• STUNT PACK: Stop the corporate takeover of African food 
• BOOKLET: Stop the corporate takeover of African food
• BRIEFING: Questions and Answers
• ACTION CARD: Stop corporations from slicing up Africa

Food sovereignty
• BRIEFING: Collective solutions to changing food prices.
• BRIEFING: Food sovereignty
• BRIEFING: Food sovereignty tricky questions
• FILM PACK: Whose food? Our food! Includes discussion guide
• DVD: Growing Change plus promotional leaflet
• DVD: Seeds of Freedom
• DVD: Best Before 

Carbon Capital
• REPORT: Banking while Borneo Burns
• CAMPAIGN BOOKLET: Carbon Capital
• LEAFLET: Injustice in Indonesia
• LEAFLET: Mapping dirty finance
• FILM PACK: Carbon Capital film pack, includes WDM’s film about mining in Indonesia
• ACTION PACK: Bringing the extraction back to the banks 

Trade
• BRIEFING: Profiting from people and the planet: How new trade deals threaten democracy, 

development, public services and the environment
• ACTION CARD: Stop the corporate takeover
• LEAFLET: Stop the corporate takeover
• BOOKLET: ‘Rough Trade’ - a collection of articles on the new trade deals published in Red Pepper
• GUIDE: Building a Europe for people not profit - lobbying pack for WDM activists around the European 

elections  

General materials
• DVD: Making Another World Possible: Talking alternatives at the World Social Forum (made by WDM)
• LEAFLET: Join a local group leaflet (can be overprinted with groups’ contact details)
• BOOKLET: Fighting the cuts, lessons from around the world 

• 
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