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Food
• At the time of writing, the negotiations on the European legislation, Markets in Financial Instruments 

Directive (MiFID) are hanging in the balance. The UK government has been a major obstacle and has 
objected to a number of loopholes being removed from the legislative text.

• DeutscheBank announced in December that it was pulling out of its global commodities business in mid-
December.

• The new agribusiness campaign will be launched at the beginning of April. 

Carbon Capital
• Hendrik (Beggy) Siregar from the Indonesian anti-mining network JATAM, has told us that he put WDM’s 

video and report on coal mining to good use after he got back from our speaker tour. On 28 November, 
JATAM used a translated version of the video and report to launch the second phrase of their Deadly 
Coal campaign to the media in Jakarta.

Trade
• New trade deals are being negotiated which threaten democracy, public services and the environment 

around the world.
•  WDM director Nick Dearden attended the recent WTO talks in Bali.

 news bites 

Merseyside WDM and other local campaigners 
take action during the regional skillshare in 
Liverpool
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 letter from the activism team 

Dear friend,

As Think Global goes to press, the MiFID negotiations to regulate food speculation may by drawing to 
an end. WDM groups and activists have been campaigning tirelessly on this issue for nearly three years, 
keeping up the pressure on MEPs and highlighting the issue in local media in new and creative ways. This 
campaigning has been vital in making position limits in Europe a reality. 

As well as some amazing work on the food speculation campaign, we’ve seen groups organising creative 
actions for the Carbon Capital campaign – getting to grips with complex issues and getting some great 
photos of actions outside HSBC. Over 6,000 people signed action cards and took action online for one piece 
of coal to be delivered in their name and we’re currently gearing up to make our special Christmas delivery 
to HSBC.

There’s a lot to look forward to in 2014, including the launch of our new food campaign and possibly a new 
name and logo for the organisation. We have included the next round of consultation on this for groups 
with this issue of Think Global. The deadline for returning this is the 31 January. 

It’s a real privilege to work with such an amazing network of groups and activists, and I look forward to 
hearing about local actions and events in 2014.

I wish you all a very happy Christmas and best wishes for the New Year.

 

Sarah Reader 
Groups officer

• Economic justice booklet
• Trade briefing
• New guide for groups (groups only)
• Group subscriptions - unless sent to treasurer 

(groups only)
• Consultation on WDM’s relaunch (groups only)

 inserts 

Reading WDM during their Dirty Energy Month action which 
was reported in the local press
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 action checklist 
Continue to collect signatures for the ‘piling on the pressure’ 
action card targeting HSBC. You could even organise a local 
coal delivery. 

Watch the film about mining in Indonesia in your meeting if you 
haven’t done so already.

at your next meeting
Look back at 2013 and evaluate and celebrate your group’s 
campaigning throughout the year. Think about 2014 and what 
you would like to get out of it as a group. Is there anything 
you’d like to do again, or anything new you’d like to try? Let the 
activism team know if there’s anything we can do to support you 
by emailing activism@wdm.org.uk or calling Sarah on 020 7820 
4900. 

Next year is a big year for Scotland: as well as holding the commonwealth games in the summer, there is the 
independence referendum on 18 September. The chance to vote on the future of Scotland provides a great 
opportunity for debate about what sort of Scotland people want to live in and what a socially just Scotland 
might look like and how it can contribute to global justice.

WDM is working with other Scottish NGOs including People & Planet, WWF, Friends of the Earth Scotland and 
Stop Climate Chaos Scotland to hold a series of events that will explore the many aspects of this – whatever 
the outcome of the referendum.

There will be events in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dundee and Aberdeen from the end of January until the end of 
March. Each event will take on a different theme, with the environment, global poverty, debt justice, and 
immigration all being tackled at different venues. The debates will bring together non-partisan experts 
from academia, journalism and the third sector, as well as politicians for and against independence. There 
will be the chance to submit questions beforehand, as well as on the night. The purpose of the events is 
not for people to make a decision about whether to vote yes or no in the referendum, but to start people 
thinking about some of the really important issues involved.

The first event will take place at Edinburgh University on 28 January and will debate how to make a more 
just immigration system and foreign policy, as well as looking at Scotland’s role in promoting human rights 
for all. See www.2014-matters.org for more details, as well as updates about the other events as new 
information becomes available.

 Scotland: 2014 matters

Cambridge WDM takes action during Dirty 
Energy Month
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 Campaign update: Climate and energy justice 

indonesia update 
Hendrik (Beggy) Siregar from the Indonesian 
anti-mining network JATAM, has told us that he 
put WDM’s video and report on coal mining to 
good use back in Indonesia after he got back 
from our speaker tour. On 28 November, JATAM 
used a translated version of the video and report 
to launch the second phrase of their Deadly Coal 
campaign to the media in Jakarta. JATAM and other 
Indonesian organisations are also mobilising in 
Central Kalimantan to stop the new ‘coal railway’ 
being planned by foreign investors. If the project 
goes ahead, the railway will be used to export 
millions of tonnes of coal while destroying even 
more of the rainforest which local people rely 
upon. The railway will not have passenger services 
so the only beneficiaries will be the coal companies 
and their financial backers. 

indonesia film night
If you would like to organise a film night with the 
films we sent groups in October, we can email you 
a draft powerpoint presentation and the script of a 
standard talk if someone in your group wanted to 
talk through this as well. Please email Sam if you 
would like a copy of these at  
sam.lund-harket@wdm.org.uk 

Great nature sale in Scotland 
In July 2012, WDM took action at the Rio+20 
conference to protest against the ’false green 
economy’. These were plans set out in the natural 
capital declaration signed by 37 financial sector 
companies, to put a price tag on nature. Using 
‘green economy’ language as a cover, rich 
countries and big business were lobbying to create 
new markets in biodiversity, water and ecosystems.

Just over a year later, in November 2013, the 
first World Forum on Natural Capital brought big 
business, politicians and conservation groups to 
Edinburgh to discuss next steps for the natural 
capital declaration signed in Rio. WDM, along 
with European allies Carbon Trade watch, Counter 
Balance and Re: Common, was there again to 
highlight the risks of putting a price on nature.

hSbC coal pile action
Over the past few weeks WDM groups have being 
doing some great actions outside HSBC. Over 6000 
people have taken action for us to deliver pieces 
of coal to HSBC. As you read this, we will have just 
attempted to deliver the coal pile to HSBC. We are 
producing a festive themed video which we will 
circulate around the groups email list – please 
share this with friends and family, use it on your 
local group’s blog and facebook accounts. We’re 
hoping it will make a great Christmas e-card! 

While we will have delivered the main coal pile, if 
your group wants to continue to run this this action 
over the coming weeks, you could do a delivery to 
your local HSBC branch yourself. This could also 
be a great opportunity for getting local media 
coverage. If you want help or advice, please feel 
free to call us at the office. You can speak to Miriam 
if you want advice on getting local media coverage, 
or Sam if you want to talk through holding a stunt.

Cerrejón update 
letter writing action 
Thanks to everyone who has sent the letters about 
Cerrejón that we included in last month’s Think 
Global. Please let us know if you have received any 
responses (or if you haven’t) as it would be great 
to get a sense of how many letters were sent and 
feedback to Yasmin and others who are resisting 
the Cerrejón coal mine in Colombia. 

Possible solidarity trip to Cerrejón
We have been talking with Colombia Solidarity 
Campaign about the possibility of organising 
a joint solidarity trip to Colombia. It would be 
great to know if anyone from your group might 
be interested in joining this. We don’t have funds 
for this, so it would need to be self-funded or you 
could do fundraising with any local networks you 
are involved with and offer to do talks when you 
return. 
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 Campaign update: Food sovereignty 
• At the time of writing, the negotiations on the European legislation, Markets in Financial 

Instruments Directive (MiFID) are hanging in the balance. We’ll keep you updated on the process.
• DeutscheBank announced in December that it was pulling out of its global commodities business in 

mid-December.
• The new agribusiness campaign will be launching at the beginning of April.

European legislation update
At the time of writing, the negotiations on 
the European legislation, Markets in Financial 
Instruments Directive (MiFID) are hanging in 
the balance. The UK government has been a 
major obstacle and has objected to a number of 
loopholes being removed from the legislative text. 
However there are still various negotiators such 
as the European commission and some member 
states such as France and Germany who are still 
in favour of strong regulation to tackle food 
speculation. 

We sent an urgent email to groups in the South 
East and Wales in mid-December who have key 
MEPs in their region, to do some last minute 
lobbying to encourage the European parliament 
negotiators to stand up for strong regulation. 

This issue is currently being negotiated and so 
there is a possibility the legislative text could 
be agreed before Christmas. We will keep you 
updated by email if we hear of any significant 
developments in the meantime. 

bank pulls out of food speculation
DeutscheBank announced in December that it was 
pulling out of its global commodities business in 
mid-December. The German bank – until now, one 
of the top five global players in food speculation - 
cited lower margins and impending regulation as 
the reasons for its withdrawal. But it’s also likely 
to be due to German campaigners who targeted 
Deutsche bank over the last few years and helped 

to create significant public pressure in Germany. 
In 2012 DeutscheBank had a moratorium on food 
speculation but then returned to business as usual 
in early 2013. 

new agribusiness campaign 
The new agribusiness campaign will be launching 
at the beginning of April. It will focus mainly on 
the role of the UK government in supporting and 
promoting multinational companies’ control of 
the global food system, particularly in Africa, at 
the expense of the small-scale producers who feed 
most of the population. We will be demanding an 
end to this approach, and instead a commitment 
to support food sovereignty.

Over the next few months we will be sending you 
more information about the new campaign:

• In Feburary, we will send out a more detailed 
overview of the campaign.

• In March, all groups will receive a campaign 
pack which will provide you with all the 
resources you will need for campaigning on 
this issue locally – including information and 
materials for a stall or stunt to coincide with 
the campaign launch in April.

 
You may have seen some information about the 
new campaign already as it has been the subject of 
our latest fundraising appeal to WDM supporters. 
More information will feature in WDM’s supporter 
magazine, Action, which will be sent out to all 
supporters in early February. 

As well as going into the World Forum itself, 
to debate the issues directly with business and 
governments, we held our own spoof ‘great nature 
sale’ outside the conference, put Ben Nevis and 

Loch Ness up for sale on eBay, held a teach-in for 
activists and our own Forum on Natural Commons 
with expert speakers and an audience of around 
140 people. 
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Several group members have been getting in touch 
to find out if we’re doing anything about the 
current bilateral trade agreements that are being 
negotiated. Because of the recent developments 
with these trade deals, we will be doing some 
reactive work on trade in the coming months. 
brighton and hove WDM did a ‘tug of war’ 
action to raise awareness about the EU-US trade 
agreement and Susanne from from the group wrote 
an article about it which we posted on WDM’s blog. 
As we develop ideas for actions it would be great 
to hear your ideas! 

World Trade organisation 
From 3 to 6 December, the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) met in Bali for a new set of 
trade talks. This was significant because the WTO 
had been unable to reach agreement, for many 
years, between its 159 member states, largely 
because of differences between richer and poorer 
countries. It also shows a renewed determination 
for increased free trade. WDM’s director, Nick 
Dearden, travelled to Bali to meet with trade 
campaigners from around the world and support 
their protests and events.

Tweet on trade
Thank you to everyone who participated in WDM’s 
Twitter action to mark the start of the WTO trade 
talks. The UK government was surprised to receive 
a fantastic range of pictures symbolising things 
you do not want at risk through trade deals, 
including beautiful places, public health services 
and safe food. The Trade Justice Movement, 
Traidcraft and Unison also supported the online 
action. 

new deals 
Outside of the WTO, countries most keen to agree 
new free trade deals have been going it alone and 
agreeing new deals amongst themselves. Several 
group members have been getting in touch with 
us about the proposed new deal between the EU 
and the USA , known as the Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP). Of greater concern 
to our allies in the global south are other deals like 

the Trade in Services Agreement and the Trans-
Pacific Partnership. These deals are all being 
negotiated over the next few months and threaten 
democracy, public services and the environment in 
various ways.

alternative Trade Mandate
On 26 November, a European alliance of over 
50 civil society organisations, including WDM, 
launched the Alternative Trade Mandate. This is a 
positive manifesto about the EU trade policy we 
do want our governments to support, instead of 
the free trade policies they have been pursuing, 
which harm people and the planet. The Alternative 
Trade Mandate will form the basis of an EU-wide 
campaign to make trade and investment work 
for people and the environment, which will first 
focus on the European elections next May, asking 
parliamentary candidates to pledge support for 
the Alternative Trade Mandate. 
www.alternativetrademandate.org

new briefing on trade
You can find out more in WDM’s new briefing on 
trade: Profiting from people and the planet. A copy 
has been enclosed with this issue. If you would 
like more copies, please contact  
activism@wdm.org.uk

 Campaign update: Trade justice 

Brighton and Hove WDM during their action about the TTIP
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We can win: 50 years of protest
The Economic Justice Project (which WDM is part 
of) has produced ten moving and often funny 
short films document a proud 50 year history of 
campaigning, strikes, occupations, work-ins and 
solidarity in the name of fair pay, decent jobs, and 
economic justice. The films will be launched in 
London and Manchester. 

When: Tuesday 14 January, 6:30 - 9:30pm    
Where: Rick Mix, 35-47 Bethnal Green Road, 
London, E1 6LA 
Free event

Manchester: 26 April, People’s History Museum, 
more details tbc. 

 Events 

Activists outside the Natural Capital Forum in Edinburgh

Ecumenical Development Conference
A weekend of presentations, discussions and 
workshops. 

When: 7 to 9 February 2014                  
Where: High Leigh Conference Centre, Hoddesdon, 
Hertfordshire 
 
What is good work? How do we understand it and 
recognise it in practice? What role can it play in 
helping to create more just societies and a fairer 
world? And how can we work with others here 
and elsewhere to enable more people to have 
access to it? The Ecumenical World Development 
Conference (EWDC) is organised by a coalition of 
development agencies, campaigning organisations 
and denominations. Polly Jones, WDM’s head 
of campaigns and policy be speaking at the 
conference.

Find out more at www.ewdc.info
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and Venezuela’s green reforms. The event was 
organised by Venezuela Solidarity Campaign.

Ken Cridland from the Central lancashire group 
did an interview on Preston FM about the Carbon 
Capital campaign.

The nottingham group got an article in the 
Nottingham Post about their speaker tour event.

The london WDM groups held a joint Christmas 
social. 

The Reading WDM group held an action outside 
HSBC. They managed to get some great photos 
before it started pouring down with rain. The 
action was reported in the Reading Post and the 
Reading Chronicle. The group also got an article in 
the Reading Post about their speaker tour event. 
Jackie from the group also held a stall at the 
Soroptimists International regional conference

The South lakeland group got a great article in 
the Westmoreland Gazette about their ‘climate 
crime scene’ protest, and their speaker tour event. 
The group also held a Christmas social.

An event on global hunger held by the 
Gloucestershire group was mentioned in the 
Gloucestershire Echo.

oxford WDM held a stall at the Oxford Green Fair 
and had a Christmas social.

Groups update
Shropshire WDM held a Carbon Capital stall and 
engaged lots of people in the Carbon Capital 
campaign. 

Sheffield WDM held a stall at the Peace and Craft 
Fair and got action cards for the Carbon Capital 
campaign signed.

brighton and hove WDM held an action for Dirty 
Energy Month which was reported with a photo in 
the Argus and the Brighton and Hove Independent. 
Susanne from the group got a follow-up letter 
published in the Argus. The group also did a stall 
on the new EU-US trade agreement. They gave 
out 350 flyers they produced and 100 of WDM’s 
new trade briefing, and got 170 signatures for 
a petition to Vince Cable. The photo stunt was 
reported in their local paper, the Argus.

John from the Calderdale WDM group and Jane 
from the bradford WDM group did an interview 
on Bradford Community Broadcasting radio, to 
promote their food sovereignty film night. 

St albans WDM held a ‘piling on the pressure’ 
action outside HSBC and handed out 100 action 
cards. They also spoke to HSBC staff were 
apparently unaware of the bank’s investments.

Roger from South East london WDM spoke at 
a film screening event on food sustainability 

 Groups 

Central Lancashire WDM take action during Dirty Energy 
Month

Shropshire WDM during their Dirty Energy Month action
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leicester WDM held a public meeting with 
Christians Aware on water. They also held a Carbon 
Capital stall at an Autumn fair and did an HSBC 
coal stunt too. Annette from the group wrote an 
article about Leicester WDM for the Nottingham 
Diocese Justice and Peace Commission newsletter.

Watford WDM organised a visit from Nick Dearden, 
WDM’s director.

Glasgow WDM got a lot of attention with their 
HSBC action, including from bank staff! (See 
front cover picture). They got a lot of action 
cards signed and generated some traffic on their 
Facebook page. The group also held a Carbon 
Capital stall at the West End Farmers Market. 

oxford WDM organised a visit from Nick which 
Nick and the group really enjoyed. The group also 
collected Carbon Capital action cards at the One 
World Fair.

Worthing WDM held a Carbon Capital stall outside 
HSBC. The bank manager came out to speak to the 
group and seemed sympathetic with the cause. A 
local press reporter and photographer from the 
Worthing Herald also attended the stunt. The group 
also hosted an event about drones, ‘Drones – the 
new warfare, right or wrong?’ with speaker Chris 
Cole. 

Derby WDM held a stall at Derby University’s 
democracy day.

northern skillshare in liverpool
Maya Williams, WDM’s northern organiser, brought 
together a skillshare for groups in the north west, 
which was hosted by Merseyside WDM. Members 
of Central lancashire, Calderdale, Manchester, 
leeds and Rochdale WDM groups took part in 
the day, as well as other local groups including 
Liverpool Friends of the Earth and Wirral Trade 
Justice. It was a great day of discussions about 
how to campaign more effectively. A highlight 
of the day was doing an extraction site action 
outside HSBC at lunchtime. There was a lot of 
interest from passers-by and it really energised 
everyone at the skillshare.

St Albans WDM take action during Dirty Energy Month

Leicester WDM take action during Dirty Energy Month South Lakeland WDM take action during Dirty Energy Month
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new ‘activism briefings’ for groups 
The activism team has produced a new set of 
guides for groups. These combine the former 
handbook plus the ‘top tip’ sheets and examples 
from group experiences. The initial basic pack is 
included with this issue of Think Global together 
with a folder. We have produced the guides as 
individual documents so we can update particular 
guides when necessary without having to revise 
everything at once. We will also be adding 
additional briefings to the pack during 2014 such 
as ‘getting to grips with social media’ and ‘using 
the media’.

If your group has any suggestions or good 
examples to share with other groups, please send 
them to Sarah at sarah.reader@wdm.org.uk 

Thank you to bolton WDM
The bolton WDM group have decided to close after 
an impressive 38 years. The group has produced a 
final newsletter, which as well as pointing people 
in the direction of nearby WDM groups, includes 
people’s highlights from being in the group, 
including:

• The development of the highly successful Fair 
Trade Town group.

• Make Poverty History, a human chain in 
Birmingham and later one around the town 
hall. 

• Margaret’s brilliant technical analysis of why 
banks don’t pay VAT on derivatives at the 
Arlene MacCarthy meeting – “they don’t add 
any value”. 

• Chris Hodgkinson’s street theatre about the 
cotton trade, and many examples of creative 
campaigning. 

new animation
We have a new animation for communicating 
to new audiences what WDM is about. It’s an 
engaging way of explaining which issues we 
campaign on, how we work and when we’ve seen 
success – and it’s just two and half minutes long! 
So next time you organise a film night, talk or 
public meeting, you might find this a useful way 
of introducing WDM to people that don’t know us. 
You can find it on WDM’s YouTube page at www.
youtube.com/wdmuk or we can send it to you by 
post if you don’t have access to the internet in 
your meeting place. 

WDM’s new animation highlights some campaign successes we have been involved with.



 Current materials 

Food
• BRIEFING: Collective solutions to changing food prices.
• LEAFLET: Bankers Anonymous
• A2 POSTER: This is how banks see our food
• CAMPAIGN BOOKLET: Betting on hunger (8 pages, A5)
• REPORT: The great hunger lottery
• REPORT: Broken Markets
• BRIEFING: Food sovereignty
• BRIEFING: Food sovereignty tricky questions
• FILM PACK: Whose food? Our food! Includes discussion 

guide.
• DVD: Growing Change plus promotional leaflet
• DVD: Seeds of Freedom
• DVD: Best Before 

Carbon Capital
• REPORT: Banking while Borneo Burns
• CAMPAIGN BOOKLET: Carbon Capital
• LEAFLET: Injustice in Indonesia
• LEAFLET: Mapping dirty finance
• FILM PACK: Carbon Capital film pack, includes WDM’s film about mining in Indonesia
• ACTION PACK: Bringing the extraction back to the banks

General materials
• DVD: Making Another World Possible: Talking alternatives at the World Social Forum (made by WDM)
• LEAFLET: Join a local group leaflet (can be overprinted with groups’ contact details)
• BOOKLET: Fighting the cuts, lessons from around the world
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Partner updates
Following the devastation caused by 
Typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan) Jubilee Debt 
Campaign has developed a petition with 
Freedom from Debt Coalition and Jubilee 
South (Asia Pacific Movement on Debt and 
Development) calling for the Philippines 
debt to be cancelled. It is addressed to 
international lenders generally, so covers 
the World Bank and Asian Development 
Bank, as well as governments (and even 
private lenders, though it is harder to get 
to them). The Philippines does not currently 
owe the UK government. Philippines 
government external debt payments are 
$8 billion every year, more than 20% of 
government revenue.

You can sign the petition at JDC’s website: 
www.jubileedebt.org.uk


