
February 2014 

M
an

ch
es

te
r W

DM
, p

ho
to

 b
y 

In
dr

a 
Gi

m
en

ez

 Think Global 
 act locally with the  
 World Development Movement 



2

 Contents 

letter from the activism team

action checklist

Campaign update: climate justice

Campaign update: food sovereignty

Groups

Events 

Current materials

3

4

5

7

9

11

12

Food
• On Tuesday 14 January, after months of negotiations, the EU’s trialogue process finally came to an end 

with a late night agreement on the legislation that will tackle food speculation (MiFID)!
• We are gearing up for the launch of the agribusiness campaign with events in London, Birmingham and 

Edinburgh. Check the events page for more information. 
Carbon Capital
• WDM activists, along with supporters of London Mining Network and Colombia Solidarity Campaign, 

tried to deliver a tonne of coal to HSBC in the square mile. Dressed as santas, the activists regaled staff 
with subverted carols about climate change and the need to pull out of dirty coal.

Trade
• The EU-US Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) has been delayed after concerns 

emerged that “There are fears that [the trade negotiations] could give big firms too much power to 
block unfavourable government policies.” 

 news bites 
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 letter from the activism team 

Dear friend,

It’s great to be able to start the year with a campaign success! 

Following: 

• 3 reports
• 6 briefings
• 57 MEPs met and lobbied by WDM local group and staff members
• 450 economists who signed up to a letter demanding reform
• 5,494 action cards signed by concerned members of the public
• 3,244 signatures added to a petition to lead MEP Markus Ferber
• 45,952 actions taken by dedicated WDM supporters, 
 
the European Union has reached an agreement on the legislation that will tackle food speculation. While 
there are still loopholes and work to be done on this, it’s a significant success and would not have been 
achieved without the continued lobbying, creative actions and media coverage carried out by WDM groups 
and activists. Well done to everyone who campaigned on this!

In other news, WDM activists have been invited to join a solidarity delegation in June to the North East area 
of Colombia where the Cerrejón mine is situated. The trip is being organised by US activists and Witness for 
Peace (a US-based group). Find out more in the climate justice section of Think Global.

Happy campaigning!

 

Sarah Reader 
Groups officer

• Carbon Capital MP lobbying guide (groups only)
• Carbon Capital template letter for MPs (groups only)
• Overview of the new food campaign (groups only)
• Life before debt flyer
• Campaign against Arms Trade 2014 calendar of events
• Statement on changes to Fairtrade (groups only) 

inserts can be downloaded from this month’s Think Global page on the WDM website. 

 inserts 
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 action checklist 

Write to your MP to gauge their position on agribusiness and the G8’s New Alliance in particular. Check 
Action magazine for more information. 

Send a letter to your local newspaper about the recent food speculation success. You can download a 
template letter from this month’s Think Global page on WDM’s website www.wdm.org.uk 

Lobby your MP to ensure the government is aware of the need to move billions of pounds of private 
sector investment away from coal and to investigate regulation that would prevent banks from being 
able to continue bankrolling climate change.

at your next meeting
Celebrate the food speculation campaign success!

Think about organising a regional teach-in with other nearby WDM groups on the new food campaign, 
and whether you would like a member of staff to give a talk.

Let the activism team know if there’s anything we can do to support you by emailing  
activism@wdm.org.uk or calling Sarah on 020 7820 4900.

 

attac summer university

Attac, the global network which campaigns against the 
power of finance and corporate globalisation, is holding 
a ‘European summer university’ in Paris in August. 
With most sessions either in English or with English 
translation available, this will be a great opportunity for 
members of WDM’s network to learn about a great range 
of issues and meet people campaigning on them across 
Europe. There will also be speakers from the global south 
there, including from Attac’s African and South American 
chapters. Attac will be organising cultural events too.

In order to make it more affordable for group members 
who want to go, we want to offer to pay travel and 
accommodation costs (beds in multi-person rooms). More information will be available in the next Think 
Global, but if you’re interested in going, please email James on james.onions@wdm.org.uk  
Some early information is available at www.esu2014.org/en
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 Campaign update: Climate and energy justice 

meetings in your groups guide. If you have any 
questions, please call Alex in the office. 

2.) Write to your MP. We’ve enclosed a template 
letter to help you do this, but of course it is more 
powerful if you write something in your own words. 
What you want to include may vary based on which 
political party they belong to (see the points 
below). 

What to say to your MP
Please read the briefing we’ve included with this 
copy of Think Global. We’ve also drafted some 
tailored points below that you can use depending 
on which party your MP is from:

If they’re Conservative it may be more effective to 
ask them to write to the international development 
secretary, Justine Greening, who is a Conservative. 
Highlight the development and poverty related 
points in particular. Of course, you can also ask 
them to write to Ed Davey too (see below). 

If they’re Liberal Democrat then ask them to write 
to Ed Davey, the secretary of state for energy 
and climate change, who is a Liberal Democrat, 
highlighting the specific points that are relevant to 
climate change. Of course, you can also ask them to 
write to Justine Greening too.

If they’re Labour, SNP, Plaid Cymru or Green, 
you can ask them to write to both ministers. But 
it would also be good to ask them to feed into 
their party’s policy process so that there will be 
a pledge to investigate the regulation of high 
carbon investment for their 2015 general election 
manifesto. 

Solidarity visit to Cerrejón
In the last issue of Think Global, we mentioned 
a possible solidarity delegation to the North 
East area of Colombia where the Cerrejón mine is 
situated. 

US activists and academics Avi Chomsky and Steve 
Striffler, together with Witness for Peace (a US 

no more public financing of coal?
At the UN climate talks last November, the 
Department for Energy and Climate Change 
announced that the UK would no longer give public 
aid money to coal-fired power plants “except in 
rare circumstances”.

This is a massive step forward which demonstrates 
an increasing trend away from coal globally, 
following similar announcements from both 
the US and the World Bank in recent months. 
Though several loopholes remain that mean 
some public money could still be used to finance 
coal, the announcement indicates that calls from 
campaigners to move away from coal are finally 
being heard (see the enclosed parliamentary 
briefing for more information about these 
loopholes).

However, critically, the announcement will do 
nothing to stop private financing of coal. UK banks 
have put £12 billion into coal mining since 2005 
and this money will continue to flow until the 
government decides to introduce more regulation.

Take action
We want to ensure the government is aware of the 
need to move billions of pounds of private sector 
investment away from coal and are calling for 
them to investigate regulation that would prevent 
banks from being able to continue bankrolling the 
destruction of communities and the climate.

We have created a parliamentary briefing which is 
enclosed with this issue of Think Global. It would be 
great for as many groups as possible to lobby their 
MPs on this issue. There are two ways in which you 
can help to get the message to the government 
that the UK financial sector must be stopped from 
investing so much money in coal: 

1.) Arrange a meeting with your MP. We’ve enclosed 
an MP briefing to help you prepare and for you 
to give to your MP when you meet them. You can 
also have a look through the information on lobby 
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based group), have been organising delegations to 
the area every year since 2006. This year they are 
organising a delegation in early June (provisionally 
the 1 – 8 June) and have invited WDM groups and 
activists who might be interested in joining.

The trip has varied from year to year, but the aim 
is to learn about the ‘people behind the coal’. 
It has involved meeting with indigenous, Afro-
Colombian, and campesino rural communities that 
are affected by or have been displaced by coal 
mining, with rural and urban social organisations, 
with unions (Sintracarbón at Cerrejón and 
Sintramienergética in Cesar), and with Cerrejón 
mine representatives. In the past it has also 
involved a tour of the mine and discussions with 
their environmental and community relations 
departments. Everyone stays in low-budget hotels 
in shared rooms, and sometimes in hammocks in 
one of the communities. 

The costs haven’t been finalised, but last year 
the cost (excluding plane tickets) was about US 
$1300, which included translation. Unfortunately, 
WDM cannot help with costs, but there are many 
ways you could fundraise for this kind of trip. For 
example, asking your local rotary club or church 
group, and offer to do a talk when you return or 
organising fundraising events. 

Whilst we have trust in the organisers of this 
trip, we need to say that anyone joining this trip 
would do so as an individual at their own risk and 
organise their own travel insurance. WDM is not 
able to accept responsibility for anyone’s safety. 
You are advised to look into security around 
the area, and ask the trip organisers about any 
concerns and potential precautions directly.

To find out more about the trip, contact avi 
at achomsky@salemstate.edu or Steve at 
striffler@hotmail.com

If you are considering going – or even contacting 
the organisers, please let us know. It would be 
really helpful to get an idea of the level of interest 
to help us coordinate with Avi.

Responses to Cerrejón letters
Thanks to everyone who has sent the letters to 
the mining companies behind the Cerrejón mine. 
Recently letters have come back from BHP Billiton 
as well as AngloAmerican. We will be sending 
these on to people in Colombia and will let you 
know about any follow up action. In the meantime, 
please continue to send us any replies you receive. 
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WDM ‘santas’ try to deliver a tonne of coal to HSBC
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 Campaign update: Food sovereignty 

Campaign success!
Hopefully you will all have heard the news by 
now, but just in case you missed it: on Tuesday 
14 January, after months of negotiations, the 
EU’s trialogue process finally came to an end with 
a late night agreement on the legislation that 
will tackle food speculation (MiFID)! The final 
agreement includes our key campaign asks on 
improved transparency and the introduction of 
position limits for commodity derivatives. 

Position limits have not been used in the EU 
before, so this is a major step forward in terms of 
regulating food speculation and bringing Europe 
into line with markets in the US and other parts of 
the world. There’s no doubt that campaigning by 
WDM and our allies across Europe has made this 
happen. Together, through MEP lobbying, stalls, 
stunts, letters to the press, getting action cards 
signed and all-round hard work, we have made 
this into an issue that decision makers could not 
ignore. So a big congratulations to all the local 
groups!

The UK government intensified its lobbying over 
the last few months and this has meant that a few 
weaknesses remain in the final text, most notably 
that limits will be set at national rather than 
EU level. However, the EU regulator will have to 
provide a ‘methodology’ to ensure that the limits 
are roughly equivalent. Overall we managed to 
close many of the loopholes we were concerned 
about in the summer and for those we didn’t close 
completely, concessions have been made. 

None of this would have been possible without 
all your lobbying of MEPs and local campaigning, 
which has kept up the public pressure on the 
process. So we hope you will take some time to 
celebrate as a group!

For anyone who would like the detailed outcome, 
we have included a table on the following 
page which shows the loopholes that we were 
campaigning on in the last six months and the 
final outcome in the legislative text.

The next step in the process is for the agreed 
text to be rubber-stamped by MEPs and finance 
ministers, probably in February or March. It will 
then need to be interpreted into national law 
in each EU member state, and implemented. 
Although we will be reducing our work on this 
issue, we will continue to keep a watching brief 
on the legislation as it goes forward towards 
implementation to make sure that the limits are 
set at an appropriate level and the new rules are 
not watered down at this stage.

Thank you once again for your commitment, 
passion and hard work! We did it!

new campaign:
Stop the corporate takeover of african food!
Hot on the heels of our campaign win, we will 
be launching our new food campaign at the 
beginning of April! We have enclosed an overview 
of the new campaign with this month’s Think 
Global. This overview will provide you with a 
summary of what the campaign is about, our 
campaign strategy, information about the 
launch and a timeline for the next few months. 
The document is not for public distribution as 
we have spelled out our plans and strategies in 
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MiFiD loopholes

there so we do not want this information to be 
shared too widely. However, please do share the 
document with all your group members so that you 
can start to think about the issues and generate 
ideas. Full campaign packs will be available 
next month and so you can start more detailed 
planning from March onwards. 

 

Way to close loophole  Outcome 

Clarifies that limits will apply to OTC (over 
the counter) as well as exchange-traded 
contracts. 

 Limits will apply 'economically equivalent' OTC 
contracts. 

Specifies that limits will apply to all months 
of commodity contracts, not just the period 
immediately prior to expiry. 

 Limits will apply for the duration of the 
contract. 

Deletes the provision for limits to support 
liquidity. 

 This has been deleted from the text. 

Ensure that limits are set at EU rather than 
national level. 

 Limits will be established and applied by 
national authorities but there was a 
compromise which states that they will be 
based on a methodology determined by ESMA 
(European regulator), which should help to 
limit the divergence between the limits set by 
the different EU member states. 

Specify that limits should be used to prevent 
prices being distorted by activities such as 
excessive speculation. 

 This was defended and a mention of this is in 
the final agreed text.  

Require that limits are set for cash and 
physically settled contracts alike. 

 This was covered in a separate annex to the 
text. There is a six-year exemption for oil and 
gas contracts from some transparency 
requirements but all food contracts are fully 
covered. 

Avoid including an exemption for treasury 
financing activities. 

 This has been deleted from the text as we 
wanted. 
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finance sector’s scandalous funding of dirty 
energy across the world. 

Thank you to north kent WDM
Sadly north kent WDM has decided to fold 
as membership has dwindled in recent years. 
Formerly known as Gravesend WDM, the group has 
been active for many years and has done sterling 
work bringing WDM’s campaign messages to the 
north Kent area. We thank Richard and all group 
members, past and present, for their tenacity and 
hard work. 

nurture your group workshop
On 15 March we are running a small scale event for 
local groups to come together in Leeds. 

As activists we all need to set aside the time to 
catch our breath, reflect on what we’ve achieved 
and plan for the future. This day is a chance to do 
just that. There will be time to share with other 
groups, and space to make plans for your group in 
the future. 

Groups update
Manchester WDM organised a local coal delivery 
to HSBC with a festive grim reaper (see cover 
photo). The bank shut its doors for half an hour 
when faced with a pensioner in a Santa suit. The 
group also met and reflected on all they have done 
over the past year and what they would like to do 
this year. 

WDM’s director Nick Dearden visited brighton and 
hove WDM and Sheffield WDM. He also held a 
conference call with members of the Shropshire 
WDM group.

Cardiff WDM held a stall at the Swansea Green 
Fayre and collected 283 signatures for the Carbon 
Capital campaign. They were able to network with 
lots of local people.

Calderdale WDM are holding an event about food 
sovereignty with Hebden Bridge Fairtrade Forum 
and held their first meeting in a pub. 

bradford WDM held their AGM with David and 
Mollie from the group sharing tales from their 
recent trip to El Salvador.

East Cleveland WDM held a social evening. 

leeds WDM had a meeting to make lots of plans 
for the coming year.

Cambridge WDM held a ‘bring and share’ lunch 
with the aim of opening up discussions with other 
groups and like-minded people. 

Just before Christmas members of north and East 
london WDM and horsham WDM joined staff 
in delivering a tonne of coal to HSBC branches 
in London. Dressed as santas and soundtracked 
by subverted carols such as ‘Frosty the Banker’ 
and ‘Deck the Halls with Dirty Money’, the santas 
tried to get HSBC to accept the tonne of coal, but 
the representatives of the world’s ‘naughty bank’ 
were unsurprisingly not so keen. We got some 
great media coverage however and took another 
important step in informing the public of the UK 

 Groups 

Cardiff WDM hold a Carbon Capital stall in Swansea
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We are hoping members of the following WDM 
groups will participate in the day: bradford, 
leeds, Calderdale, Rochdale, Sheffield, 
Manchester and York.

We have invited members from groups who are 
within easy travelling distance of Leeds. However, 
if your group would like to take part please contact 
Maya at maya.williams@wdm.org.uk. We are also 
intending to run this event again in different 
regions. If this kind of event appeals to you, 
please let us know and we’ll try to arrange another 
event near you!

helping WDM to grow
Having a steady stream of new supporters is 
essential to keeping the movement for economic 
justice alive. Thanks to investment in attracting 
new supporters, WDM has started to increase 
its membership and supporter numbers after a 
decline which began in 2007, which is also when 
investment in fundraising dropped off. Now we 
have nearly 10,000 active supporters, which is 
back to 2009 levels.

Collecting new names and contact details is 
one way groups can help WDM to grow. If you’re 
wondering what happens to data you collect on 
sign up sheets, here’s a quick run down:

Email addresses: those who give their email 
addresses will  receive WDM e-news bulletins and 
other updates. Emails offer people new to WDM a 
variety of ways to get involved – taking campaign 
actions, joining local groups, participating in a 
sponsored event or donating, so they are a good 
first entry point for people interested in finding 
out more.

Addresses and phone numbers: those who provide 
this information might receive a telephone call 
about supporting WDM’s campaigns. We generally 
gather new contact details in larger batches from 
other sources, which is sometimes paid for out of 
necessity. If we had more of this data, it would 
save WDM money in data capture fees, so your sign 
up sheets are key to helping WDM exist long into 
the future.

2014 matters
The Scottish independence referendum has 
sparked debate across Scotland about the 
governance of our country beyond 2014. For 
us campaigners, the referendum offers a great 
opportunity to focus minds on the really important 
issues of our time: social justice, inequality, global 
poverty and environmental sustainability. Teaming 
up with other NGOs including People & Planet, 
NIDOS, Stop Climate Chaos and Jubilee Scotland 
we’ve put together a series of events that give 
people the chance to get informed about these 
important issues and debate them in the context 
of possible constitutional change. The events will 
bring together thinkers, writers, campaigners and 
politicians.

Events are planned for Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Dundee and Aberdeen. For more information, see 
www.2014-matters.org 

WDM staff and activists during the coal pile delivery 
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 Events 

Whose food? our food!
A film and discussion event organised by Sheffield 
WDM, with a simple lunch based on food from all 
around the world. 
When: Saturday 15 February, 1.00pm-4.30pm 
Where: Quaker Meeting House, 10 St. James 
Street, Sheffield S1 2EW

Take one action regional film tour
We’re joining Take One Action film festival’s 
regional tour this year with a film in Dundee 
on 22 February at the Hannah McClure Centre, 
Dundee Abertay University, at 2pm. The film, 
‘A river changes course’, is about rural poverty 
in Cambodia, and the personal stories of the 
struggle to make ends meet when faced with the 
destructive forces of globalisation threatening 
traditional ways of life. The film will then be 
followed by the second in the series of ‘2014 
Matters’ events, themed around poverty, power 
and inequality. Speakers for that event include 
Polly Jones, head of campaigns and policy for 
WDM, and Anas Sarwar MP. 

Fair trade – fair food?
An evening of discussions and films about 
Fairtrade and food justice organised by Calderdale 
WDM. 
When: Friday 28 February, 7pm 
Where: Methodist Church, Market Street, Hebden 
Bridge.  
Find out more at groups.wdm.org.uk/calderdale

Rich Man’s World  
When: Saturday 8 March
Where: Glasgow University Student’s Union 
We’ve teamed up with People & Planet and Jubilee 
Scotland to organise this weekend of educational 
workshops on economic justice and campaign 
skills. 

On Saturday we’ll be examining all things 
economic such as ‘Where does debt come from?’ ‘Is 

austerity really the only option?’ And ‘how can we 
achieve economic justice?’. Suitable for everyone 
- whether you read the Financial Times every 
morning or find yourself drifting off at the mere 
mention of ‘quantitative easing’.

WDM Scotland gathering
When: Sunday 9 March
Where: Glasgow University Student’s Union 
On Sunday afternoon we will hold our bi-annual 
WDM Scotland gathering in the same venue as 
the ‘Rich Man’s World’ event the day before. We’ll 
be looking at the new agribusiness campaign 
and planning how to campaign on the issue in 
Scotland. Heidi Chow, WDM food campaigner, 
will bring us all the detail on the new campaign 
and talk about her recent visit to Africa to meet 
members of the food sovereignty movement on the 
continent. More information on our website soon:  
www.wdm.org.uk/events

We can win: 50 years of protest
A free launch of We can win: stories from 50 years 
of protest, a set of ten moving and often funny 
short films documenting a proud 50 year history of 
campaigning, strikes, occupations, work-ins and 
solidarity in the name of fair pay, decent jobs, and 
economic justice. This event includes a preview 
of a Manchester based film looking at protest 
movements around the UK. 

When: Saturday 26 April, 11.00am – 4.00pm 
Where: People’s History Museum, Manchester.

From the Miners’ Strike to the Poll Tax rebellion, 
from the steps of St Pauls to the docks of Upper 
Clyde, these films cover a wide swathe of ideas, 
places and time. This will be combined with a 
discussion with organisers from Manchester 
who are working for social, economic and 
environmental justice now. Please bring along 
food for a picnic or purchase lunch from The Left 
Bank cafe bar. Booking advised, please contact 
0161 838 9190 or info@phm.org.uk



 Current materials 

Food
• BRIEFING: Collective solutions to changing food prices.
• LEAFLET: Bankers Anonymous
• A2 POSTER: This is how banks see our food
• CAMPAIGN BOOKLET: Betting on hunger (8 pages, A5)
• REPORT: The great hunger lottery
• REPORT: Broken Markets
• BRIEFING: Food sovereignty
• BRIEFING: Food sovereignty tricky questions
• FILM PACK: Whose food? Our food! Includes discussion guide
• DVD: Growing Change plus promotional leaflet
• DVD: Seeds of Freedom
• DVD: Best Before 

Carbon Capital
• REPORT: Banking while Borneo Burns
• CAMPAIGN BOOKLET: Carbon Capital
• LEAFLET: Injustice in Indonesia
• LEAFLET: Mapping dirty finance
• FILM PACK: Carbon Capital film pack, includes WDM’s film about mining in Indonesia
• ACTION PACK: Bringing the extraction back to the banks

General materials
• DVD: Making Another World Possible: Talking alternatives at the World Social Forum (made by WDM)
• LEAFLET: Join a local group leaflet (can be overprinted with groups’ contact details)
• BOOKLET: Fighting the cuts, lessons from around the world


