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Food
• We have received some thank you messages from a couple of the members of the economic and 

monetary affairs committee (ECON) – the committee responsible for steering MiFID through.
Carbon Capital
• Over 4,000 people have emailed Ed Davey and Justine Greening asking them to take action of private 

coal finance.
• UK banks feature big in a report exposing the scale of financing for coal mining across the world. The 

Banking on Coal report was published by German NGO Urgewald and co-written by a number of NGOs in 
the Banktrack coalition, including WDM.

 news bites 

Front cover photo: WDM staff mock up the ‘carving up Africa’ stunt for the launch of the new food 
campaign.
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 letter from the activism team 

Dear friend,

I recently returned from the Landless Workers Movement (MST) congress in Brazil. The Landless Workers 
Movement is Latin America’s largest social movement and has been winning land through occupations 
and direct action since it began in 1984. The national congress takes place every five years so it was a very 
special gathering of 16,000 of the MST’s 1.5 million members. 

I was one of the 200 internationals invited to the congress, and spent the week getting to know activists 
from food groups from across Latin America. A running theme of the congress was the need to fight 
international financial capital and agribusiness – which made me feel excited about the new campaign WDM 
is launching at the end of this month. The urgency of building a movement against the corporate control of 
agriculture in order to tackle rural injustice was stressed repeatedly. By challenging the UK’s role in funding 
initiatives such as the New Alliance, we are part of the struggle of movements like the MST who are fighting 
for a new model of agriculture based on agroecology, co-operation and food sovereignty. I look forward to 
sharing some of my experiences with you and the lessons we can learn from such an inspiring movement.

Happy campaigning!

 
Sarah Reader 
Groups officer

• ‘Rough trade’ booklet
• Trade action card
• Trade leaflet
• EU hustings – guide for groups (groups only)
• Carbon Capital MP feedback form (groups only)
• Carbon Capital template letter to the media
• Summary of group responses to the relaunch (groups only) 

 
new food campaign materials:

• Briefing: Stop the corporate take-over of African food  
• Briefing: A new wave of colonialism 
• Questions and answers briefing (groups only)
• New campaign stunt guide (groups only)
 
inserts can be downloaded from this month’s Think Global page on the WDM website. 

 inserts 
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 action checklist 

Carbon Capital

Lobby your MP to ensure the government is aware of the need to move billions of pounds of private 
sector investment away from coal and call for them to investigate regulation that would prevent banks 
from being able to continue bankrolling climate change.

Use the fact that energy prices are currently in the news to write to your local paper about the 
government’s collusion with the energy industry.

Trade

Sign the action card about the EU-US trade agreement asking your MP to demand full transparency on 
the TTIP negotiations and to oppose this new trade deal.

 
at your next meeting

Go through the new materials for the food campaign.

Plan a regional teach-in or talk about the new campaign.

 

 attac summer university 

Attac, the global network which campaigns against the 
power of finance and corporate globalisation, is holding 
a ‘European summer university’ in Paris in August. With 
most sessions either in English or with English translation 
available, this will be a great opportunity for members 
of WDM’s network to learn about a great range of issues 
and meet people campaigning on them across Europe. 
There will also be speakers from the global south there, 
including from Attac’s African and South American 
chapters. Attac will be organising cultural events too.

In order to make it more affordable for group members 
who want to go, we want to offer to pay travel and accommodation costs (beds in multi-person rooms). 
More information will be available soon, but if you’re interested in going, please email James on  
james.onions@wdm.org.uk  
Some early information is available at www.esu2014.org/en
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 Campaign update: Climate and energy justice 

solutions could be. It’s a complicated and vast 
area, and we hope to be able to produce some good 
introductory materials in coming months. 

In the meantime, we will continue to do active 
campaigning around getting bank funding out 
of coal and have many exciting actions in the 
pipeline. 

MP lobbying on private coal finance
So far we’ve had a great response to our email 
action to Ed Davey and Justine Greening asking 
them to take action of private coal finance. Over 
4,000 people have taken the action. To make sure 
we can make this an issue that MPs are aware of, 
and to point out the government’s inconsistent 
policy, it would be great to have as many groups as 
possible contacting their MPs. 

In last month’s Think Global, we included a 
parliamentary briefing for you to give to your MP 
(as well as to get you up to speed on the issue). We 
also included a draft letter that you can send to 
MPs in your area signed either by your group or as 
an individual. Please let us know if you want more 

Campaign direction
Since we’ve launched the Carbon Capital campaign 
last year, we’ve seen a huge variety of amazing 
actions and events, done some great lobbying and 
some brilliant solidarity work with communities 
affected by extractive projects around the world. 
We’ve also been talking to experts and allies in 
the UK, Europe and further afield about where we 
should go with the campaign, including organising 
events such as the Policy Round Table we held last 
autumn. 

Following on from these discussions, one of the 
clear areas where WDM can do some focused and 
potentially effective campaigning is around the 
issue of private bank financing for coal specifically. 
As we have successfully started this work it is the 
clearest way forward for this side of the campaign. 

We have also started to work up the energy justice 
side of the campaign. You will remember that this 
was something that we said we would work on as 
part of this campaign following our consultation 
process. Over coming months we will be putting 
some focused research time into this area, looking 
both at the problems around corporate control of 
energy, as well as at what some of the potential 
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copies of these, or want to chat to someone at WDM 
ahead of holding a lobby meeting. 

Also, if you to manage to arrange a lobby meetings 
with your MP, it would be great to hear about how 
it has gone – we have created an MP feedback form 
for this purpose, included as an insert with this 
Think Global. Please complete this and return it to 
Sam at sam.lund-harket@wdm.org.uk or by post.

hSbC: continue to pile on pressure!
Even though we did an amazing hand in of the coal 
pile action at the end of last year, you can still use 
the ‘pile on the pressure’ action cards targeting 
HSBC. 

If you want to continue with this action, we are 
now asking that rather than returning the cards to 
us at the WDM office, you arrange a mini hand-in of 
a coal pile at your local branch. Some groups have 
done great actions where they have organised a 
stall and delivery on the same day. It also creates 
a good opportunity or your group to do some local 
media. 

If you are going to do this, and would like help with 
media, please contact WDM’s press officer, Miriam 
by calling the office or emailing  
miriam.ross@wdm.org.uk 

Write to your local paper
While the issue of energy prices is high in the news 
agenda, it creates a good opportunity to get our 
message about the government’s collusion with the 
energy industry into the debate. We’ve written a 
short letter to the editor that your group can send 
to local press – you’ll find it with this Think Global. 
Please send it to your local paper, signed by your 
group.

Solidarity delegation to Colombia
In last month’s Think Global we wrote about a 
solidarity visit to Colombia. Please let us know if 
you are interested in joining this, or if you want to 
speak more about it to a WDM staff member, please 
contact Kirsty or Sam. 

Report slams Uk banks  
UK banks feature big in a report exposing the scale 
of financing for coal mining across the world. The 
report, Banking on Coal: Undermining our planet, 
was published by German NGO Urgewald and 
co-written by a number of NGOs in the Banktrack 
coalition, including WDM. The report looks at a 
variety of coal mining ‘hotspots’ around the world 
and ranks banks by the amount of money they have 
ploughed into coal mining.
The report revealed that:

• UK banks are the second biggest lenders for 
coal mining globally (and third biggest overall 
financiers).

• Four UK banks- HSBC, Barclays, RBS (Natwest) 
and Standard Chartered- are all amongst the 
top 20 in the world for financing coal mining.

• The worst UK bank is RBS who ranked 8th, 
followed by Barclays and HSBC, who were 12th 
and 15th in the world respectively.  

The report is available online at the Bank Track 
website: www.banktrack.org or let us know if you 
want us to send you a printed copy. 

‘Banking on Coal: Undermining our planet’ - the new 
report published by German NGO Urgewald.
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 Campaign update: Food sovereignty 

new campaign: Stop the corporate takeover of african food!
We are really excited about the launch of the new campaign next month! To help you start planning, we 
have enclosed the new campaign pack. This will provide you with the materials you will need to get up to 
speed with the new campaign as well as samples of materials that you can use on stalls. 

The pack includes:

We have provided five copies of each of the supporter briefings. Please call up the office if you need to 
order any more materials on 020 7820 4900.

other materials
We are also producing an action card which will be sent out to local groups in next month’s Think Global and 
an in-depth report about the issues which will be available to order from April onwards. 
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What you can do now
We hope that we have provided you with enough 
information to understand the campaign as well as 
materials to help you to start planning your part 
in it. There are lots of ideas in the stunt guide to 
get you started so do look in there. 

Let us know if you want to order a stunt pack, 
request a staff member to visit your group or join 
a conference call to talk more about the campaign. 
The relevant contact details are below.

Who to contact
General questions about the campaign:  
dan.iles@wdm.org.uk

ordering a stunt pack: dan.iles@wdm.org.uk

Getting a staff member to come to your meeting: 
sarah.reader@wdm.org.uk

Joining an evening conference call to find out 
more about this campaign:  
sarah.reader@wdm.org.uk 

Food speculation
Well done to local groups who have written to their 
local newspaper about the campaign win! We’ve 
seen a few local news stories about it already. 
It’s a great way to show that campaigning works 
and if you haven’t done so already you can find a 
template letter on the groups’ area of the website. 

Also we have received some thank-you messages 
from a couple of the members of the economic 
and monetary affairs committee (ECON) – the 
committee responsible for steering the legislation 
through the European parliament which we 
wanted to share:

Arlene McCarthy (Labour MEP, North West region 
UK), vice chair of the economic and monetary 
affairs committee and lead negotiator for the 
Labour bloc said:

“The World Development Movement’s tireless 
campaigning and support gave me the energy and 
support to push for a strong position limits system 
during the negotiations on the MIFID II rules. It 

is clear that without the policy input and local 
campaigning of the WDM and the mobilisation 
of civil society, rules to combat commodity 
speculation would have been much weaker.”

Jurgen Klute (German MEP), lead negotiator for 
the European United Left/Nordic Green Left party 
bloc said to us:

“I am convinced that without the excellent work 
done by you, by several NGOs from all over the 
EU, we wouldn’t have been able to find a common 
position like this one. That’s why I would like to 
thank you very much for the great support on 
advocacy level as well as by media coverage and 
public campaigns.”

Congratulations to all of you for your hard work on 
the campaign – we hope you’ve been celebrating! 
We couldn’t have done it without all your lobbying 
and local campaigning.

knowledge is power: reading list
We’re putting together a ‘reading list’ of 
background materials for activists to get up to 
speed with the issues around our new campaign on 
corporate power in the world of food production. 

Links to all these articles and short films will 
be posted on the WDM website at the start of 
April (to coincide with the public launch of the 
campaign, and with the April issue of Think Global 
going out to groups). All articles and films have 
been grouped by topic, e.g. land grabs, food 
sovereignty, seeds. 

We are also planning on hosting a series of 
online skype discussions; for anyone interested 
in sharing ideas about these issues and learning 
from each other. One series of discussions will run 
weekly from the last week of April (one topic per 
week), and another series will run monthly from 
the last week of April (one topic per month). 

There will be much more detail in the next issue of 
Think Global, but we wanted to let you know now 
what we’re planning. If you would like to know 
more please contact Maya on  
maya.williams@wdm.org.uk 
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congress takes place every five years and this one 
marked the movement’s 30th anniversary. During 
her time in Brazil Sarah visited an MST settlement 
and took part in a ‘Friends of MST’ gathering at 
the movement’s national school. Sarah would 
love to share her experience with groups of her 
time getting to know Brazil’s most famous social 
movement. If you would like to organise an event 
with a talk by Sarah which includes a short film 
contact sarah.reader@wdm.org.uk 

algerian oil and human rights
Hamza Hamouchene, who joined WDM as a paid 
intern in November 2013, has also been working 
for the oil and gas watchdog Platform and Algeria 
Solidarity Campaign on a briefing to expose the 
British establishment’s collusion with the Algerian 
authoritarian regime. Reinforcing Dictatorships: 
British Gas Grab and Human Rights in Algeria 
argues that British and EU External Energy Policies 

The Reading WDM group organised for Alex, 
WDM’s climate policy officer, to do a talk at 
Reading University as part of their Green Week. 
The group also held a talk about fairly traded 
bananas with a Colombian speaker as part of 
Fairtrade Fortnight. 

Alan from Milton keynes WDM and Jeff from St 
albans WDM did a talk to sixth-form students at 
a human rights club at a school in Aylesbury and 
have been invited back again next year.

bexhill and hastings WDM got a letter in their 
local paper about the food speculation campaign 
success.

The Watford WDM/oxfam group held an event 
with a speaker from Oxfam.

Sheffield WDM held an afternoon of films and 
discussion called Whose food? Our Food!

The horsham WDM group got their own letter 
about the food speculation success, plus the 
Carbon Capital campaign, in the West Sussex 
County Times. 

The Calderdale group, along with Hebden Bridge 
Fairtrade Forum, got an article in Todmorden 
Today about an event they are holding during 
Fairtrade Fortnight with a Colombian banana 
grower. 

The Gloucestershire WDM group organised a visit 
from WDM’s director nick Dearden to participate 
in a friendly debate with Molly Scott Cato, the 
Green party lead MEP candidate for the south west 
region, and got an article in the Stroud News and 
Journal about it.

Cambridge WDM organised a bring and share 
meal.

Talk: 30 years of the MST
Sarah Reader recently took part in the Landless 
Workers Movement (MST) congress in Brazil. The 

 Groups 

WDM’s groups officer Sarah Reader at the Landless Workers 
Movement congress in Brazil
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are reinforcing and strengthening a repressive 
and corrupt regime by prioritising corporate fossil 
fuel interests and a locking-in of Algerian gas over 
human rights and democracy.

Hamza organised a protest at the London Stock 
Exchange, during a high-profile one-day business 
conference - The Algeria Investor Window - to 
challenge BP and the UK government over gas 
and arms deals with the Algerian regime. He 
was joined by WDM staff and members of north 
and East london WDM. Both the report and 
the protest were covered in the Guardian, which 
brought these British-Algerian business relations 
under scrutiny. 

Hamza would be happy to speak to groups about 
the report and how Britain, in its pursuit of 
economic and geopolitical interests, is turning a 
blind eye to human rights abuses in Algeria, as it 
has done in Egypt and Libya and is still doing with 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Angola, Azerbaijan and 
Nigeria. Email hamza.hamouchene@wdm.org.uk 
or call the office on 0207 820 4900 to arrange a 
visit. 

WDM group members and staff at the protest at the London Stock Exchange

The new report on oil and human rights in 
Algeria, written by Hamza from WDM
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 Events 

Rich Man’s World and WDM Scotland 
gathering
When: Saturday 8 March and Sunday 9 March 
Where: Glasgow University Student’s Union 
A weekend of educational workshops on economic 
justice and campaign skills. Jointly organised with 
People and Planet and Jubilee Scotland. To book 
your place on the WDM Scotland gathering ONLY 
(on the Sunday) go to:  
www.wdmscotgathering.eventbrite.co.uk 

To book a place for the whole weekend, go to: 
www.peopleandplanet.org/rich-mans-world 

2014 Matters 
2014 Matters is a series of events organised by a 
group of Scottish NGOs including WDM, in the run-
up to the referendum on Scottish independence 
this September. Our events bring together 
thinkers, writers, campaigners and politicians. To 
find out more go to www.2014-matters.org 
Economic Justice and Scotland’s Future: 
Aberdeen, Wednesday 5 March from 6.30pm – 
8.30pm

Energy, Environment and Climate Change: 
Glasgow, Wednesday 19 March 7.30pm – 9.30pm

Fracked Future Carnival 
When: Wednesday 19 March, 12:30pm  
Where: Outside Knightsbridge Tube Station, 
Sloane Street exit 
On 19 March, the CEOs of IGas, Cuadrilla and 
various government officials are attending the 
Shale Gas Forum to plot new ways to bring fracking 
to the UK. Frack Off is organising an action that 
day themed Fracked Future. Follow Frack Off 
London on Facebook and Twitter for updates. Find 
out more at www.frack-off.org.uk

new food campaign launch events
We have organised a few speaker events to launch 
our new campaign calling on the UK government 
to stop helping corporations take over African 

agriculture. Janet Maro of Sustainable Agriculture 
Tanzania is visiting the UK to tell us about 
how sustainable farming methods are being 
used to combat the effects of climate change, 
deforestation and crop disease, while resisting 
corporate takeover by western multinationals. 
Janet will be joined by a member of WDM’s 
campaigns team who will introduce our new 
campaign and talk about the implications the 
western-led New Alliance will have on small-scale 
farming in Africa. 

birmingham
When: 29 April, 7pm 
Where: Venue tbc 
london

When: 30 April, 7pm 
Where: Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square, London, 
WC1R 4RL 

Edinburgh 
When: 31 April, 7pm 
Where: Venue tbc 

attac summer university  
An international gathering for European social 
movements - see page 4 for more information 
When: 19-23 August
Where: Paris 
Find out more at www.esu2014.org/en

WDM aGM and groups’ conference
When: Saturday 13 September 
Where: Nottingham Friends Meeting House, 25 
Clarendon Street, Nottingham, NG1 5JD 
 
At this year’s AGM we will be discussing the 
name change proposal brought by WDM’s 
council. The conference will be an opportunity 
for groups to discuss and shape the future of 
WDM activism. There will be a range of skills 
workshops plus a keynote speaker who will be 
confirmed nearer the time.



 Current materials 

Food
• BRIEFING: Collective solutions to changing food prices.
• LEAFLET: Bankers Anonymous
• A2 POSTER: This is how banks see our food
• CAMPAIGN BOOKLET: Betting on hunger (8 pages, A5)
• REPORT: The great hunger lottery
• REPORT: Broken Markets
• BRIEFING: Food sovereignty
• BRIEFING: Food sovereignty tricky questions
• FILM PACK: Whose food? Our food! Includes discussion 

guide
• DVD: Growing Change plus promotional leaflet
• DVD: Seeds of Freedom
• DVD: Best Before 

Carbon Capital
• REPORT: Banking while Borneo Burns
• CAMPAIGN BOOKLET: Carbon Capital
• LEAFLET: Injustice in Indonesia
• LEAFLET: Mapping dirty finance
• FILM PACK: Carbon Capital film pack, includes WDM’s 

film about mining in Indonesia
• ACTION PACK: Bringing the extraction back to the banks

General materials
• DVD: Making Another World Possible: Talking alternatives at the World Social Forum (made by WDM)
• LEAFLET: Join a local group leaflet (can be overprinted with groups’ contact details)
• BOOKLET: Fighting the cuts, lessons from around the world

• 
• 

Economic justice project 
Many of you will know about the Economic 
Justice Project which is being run by 
Jubilee Debt Campaign and People & 
Planet and supported by WDM, the Trade 
Justice Movement and War on Want. There 
is a range of resources available online, 
including posters and reading lists, as well 
as events being organised from workshops 
to film launches. 

The project is co-organising the ‘Rich Man’s 
World’ event in March in Glasgow – see the 
events section for more details. There are 
also plans for an ‘economics is for all of us’ 
training event in Newcastle in May. Take a 
look at the project’s website  
www.economicjustice.jubileedebt.org.uk


