European Trade Commissioner

DG-Trade, European Commission 
1049 Brussels
Belgium 

Date: 
Dear Trade Commissioner,
I am writing to express my concerns about the European Union’s support for a conclusion to the Doha round of the World Trade Organisation. The current deal on the table is opposed by farmers’ groups, trade unionists and civil society from around the world and the concerns of developing countries have not been adequately addressed. 

Agriculture: Farmers’ organisations are worried that the WTO deal on the table will undermine both small producers and food security in developing countries, and promote a model of agriculture based on exports rather than meeting local needs. There are also concerns that the WTO does not adequately tackle EU and US agricultural subsidies.
Jobs: Global unemployment is on the rise and yet a WTO deal that encourages lower import taxes will hit developing countries hard with even more job losses and will hinder their ability to develop their own industries. 

Economic crisis: As a European citizen, it concerns me that in the midst of the current global economic crisis, the lessons of the past have not been learnt. The drive for deregulation and liberalisation is behind the current crisis and a WTO deal threatens to take us down the same road again.
The economic crisis has also demonstrated how crucial it is for governments to have the flexibility to choose policies that will benefit their economies. In Europe, governments have stepped in and bailed out their banks and car manufacturers. However bail-outs are not an option for many developing countries who have to rely on other policy tools such as tariffs, taxes and regulations to support their economies. This policy space could be severely curtailed by an unfair trade deal at the WTO.   

I hope that you and your team will respond positively to the concerns expressed, especially by developing countries and their civil society and labour movements.

Yours sincerely
